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PREFACE, 



It is with the more pleasure I add a few lines of 
encouragement and sympathy in introducing this 
charming little book, because I remember with 
what joy I should have hailed just such a help as 
its pages offer, when, years ago, I came from very 
different scenes and associations, to the duties of 
Parish work, as the wife of a young clergyman. 

Clerical Workshops! the very name is sugges- 
tive of la^owr — of skilled labour — of constructive 
ingenuity — of varied appliances — of a laboratory, 
shall I say, like the alchemists of old ! Who that 
has tried in the right way, but has had cause to 
rejoice over the once base, metal transformed into 
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the true gold of the Sanctuary by the great Master 
Worker, who lovingly admits us as His fellow- 
workers ! For, with the weapon All Prayer, 
wielded in the hand of faith, wondrous work is 
wrought, which shall stand the test of that Day 
and its searching Fire. 

And who shall limit the eternal result of in- 
fluence gained over some? It may have com- 
menced on the recreation-day, perchance, or in the 
night-school, in the singing-class, or at the Bible- 
class. 

The fact of being cared for and looked after has, 
with some, a more constraining first influence than 
a direct religious appeal might have had. 

It is essential, however, that the one object, 
winning souls for Christ and glory, shall be the 
aim, the end of all, and never lost sight of 

In the present day it is a constant problem and 
anxiety how to win the young from the many 
snares and foot-falls placed by the enemy of souls 
under the name of pleasure, and how to provide 
healthy pastimes — such as may be shared by the 
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more educated classes — without risk or damage to 
higher things. 

May the writer of these pages, who is, as yet, 
personally unknown to me, except through the 
medium of a brief correspondence of a few years, 
reap every blessing which her heart yearns after, 
and be increasingly happy in her work and labour 
of love, and daily sustained, comforted, and kept by 
the Holy Ghost ! And may these pages be a help 
and a guide to many a young Pastor and his wife 
in their united earnest work in their Parish ! 



St. Athhond's Viom^ge, 
Shbewsbubt. 
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CLERICAL WORKSHOPS, 



AND 



THE TOOLS USEID THEREIN. 



INTEODUCTIOK 

** Labour with what zeal we will, 
Something still remams undone, 
Something uncompleted still 
Waits the rising of the sun.' 



»> 



To know what tools to use, and how to use them, is 
one of the signs of a good workman, who can do 
better work with simple tools, than a beginner with 
the best and most complete that ever left a work- 
shop. We country workers have but simple tools, 
but we want knowledge and experience to know 
how to use them. I daresay many have felt the 
same want that I did twelve years ago, when I first 
began parish work in a country village, and that is, 
some books, or some one to tell us, the best way of 
setting on foot plans for the good of the people, and 
the cost of such plans. I purchased several books con- 
taining "Hints for Clergymen's Wives," "Woman's 
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Work," "Pari&h Work, and how to do it," but they 
were none of them what I wanted, — they were all 
on too grand a scale, written for town parishes, 
where money and labourers are both plentiful, and 
therefore not at all suitable for a country village, 
where we must be contented to do things on a very 
small scale, and where the clergyman's family have 
generally to work single-handed. It would have 
been such a wonderful help to me, for instance, if I 
could have found in any book rules for a village 
library that had been tried and found to answer, 
the best books to put in it, — that is, the books 
village people will read and care for, and the cost 
of establishing such a library, but nowhere could I 
find it; also, how much trouble and anxiety it 
would have saved me, if I could have known how 
much cake, bread, and butter, and tea to provide 
for a school treat or tea-party I used to suflFer 
torture for fear there should not be enough. Once 
I really found provisions fall short ; but generally 
there was next day such a quantity of cake, &c., 
remaining, it was quite a trouble to dispose of it. 
The want of information on these points I have felt 
so much, that I thought it might be useful to write 
my own experience, and to go into details so minute 
and simple, that those accustomed to city work 
would despise them, but which, I trust, will be the 
things which are wanted by those who, like myself, 
are the workmen in clerical workshops in the 
country. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

VILLAGE LIBRAEIES. 

''Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime ; 
And departing, leave behind us 
Footprints in the sands of time." 

These are most important things, particularly in 
country viUages, where no public libraries are ob- 
tainable, and where the people are not able to 
purchase books, which can be done so cheaply at 
book-stalls, &c., in towns. Our labourers earn, on 
an average, ten shillings all the year round, except, 
of course, during harvest; and out of that sum it 
will readily be imagined there will not be much left 
for the purchase of books. In the summer months, 
when they can work in their allotments, and pleas- 
antly and healthfully pass their time in the cricket- 
field, books are not so much in request, nor so much 
wanted; but, during the long winter evenings, I 
believe our village library has been the means of 
keeping many a one from the public-house. And 
in these days of education for the masses, it seems 
to me absurd to teach a man to read, and, when '^^s^ 
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have given him the power and taste for it, to give 
him no suitable books, but to leave him to pick up 
any foolish and sensational monthly number that 
may fall in his way. I firmly believe that half the 
radical and sceptical ideas which are, I grieve to 
say, so prevalent among the working classes at the 
present day, are to be traced to the low papers and 
periodicals they read. The poor in country parishes 
always believe a thing to be true, however impro- 
bable, which is in print. " I read it in the papers," 
is their invariable answer, if you doubt the truth of 
any ridiculous and improbable report. None but 
those who had talked to them could believe the 
absurd things they say of the late war, the cruelties 
the Germans were guilty of, and their curious habits, 
&c. When I have tried to set them a little right 
on these points, their answer has been, "Well, I 
daresay you know best. Miss ; but I read it in the 
papers." 

Books are expensive things ; therefore one of the 
first things in commencing a library is the thought. 
What will it cost, and how much money will it 
take each year to keep it up? We have now 
tried ours for nearly four years, and nothing can 
answer better ; so that I can confidently recommend 
our rules as those that have been tried and found to 
succeed. A lady gave us forty books to begin with, 
costing three pounds; we had a few more of our 
own, so as to make up the number to fifty. With 
this we commenced, and have now nearly two 
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hundred books in our catalogue, and both books 
and money in hand. Help can be got from several 
societies, I will mention two that have aided us, 
and whose books are most excellent, well bound, 
and clearly printed. The Pure Literature Society 
give to their subscribers of one guinea per year, the 
privflege of giving grants to Ubraries at half-price, 
up to the value of ten pounds. They will send you 
down a list of subscribers from the office. Any 
member will sign the order, as so few want every 
year to give grants to the value of ten pounds. The 
secretary then sends you a paper to fill up, stating 
if you have had a former grant, what class of people 
you require the library for, and how many are 
already in it ; you also send your money. If the 
grant is two pounds ten shillings, you send that 
amount, and receive an order for five pounds worth 
of books, which you choose from the society's cata- 
logue, which is a very large and complete one, and 
the books are sent to the nearest railway station. 
It wiU be seen, therefore, that five pounds worth of 
books are procured for an outlay of only two pound 
ten shillings. The direction is — 

Mr. Bichard Tv/mer^ 

Pv/re Literature Society^ 
11 Bv/MrigTiam Street^ 
Adeljphi, Strand, 

London, W.C, 
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Another excellent society, from wluch help for a 
village library can be obtained, is Bebecca Hnssey's 
Book Charity. I heard a good woman of that name 
bad left a sum of money to be expended in that 
way, and that those who wished for a grant had to 
apply to the secretary. This I did, and, by return 
of post, received a paper to be filled up ; and then, 
on sending two pounds ten shillings, received an 
order for between six and seven poimds worth of 
books. There are a few restrictions. No Bibles, 
Testaments, Prayer-books, or school-books are to be 
ordered ; besides this, you may make a list of what 
books you like, to the amount of the grant. Ton 
must write in full the name, price, and address of 
the publisher of each book, and send the list to the 
secretary, who will forward you the books very 
quickly. The address is — 

Eebecca Hussey's Book Chaeity, 

John M. Cldbaw, JSsq., 

21 Great George Street, 

Westminster, 

London, S, W. 

Occasionally friends give us a book for the library, 
but the subscriptions and the help the above socie- 
ties have given, are quite enough to maintain it in 
good working order. I will copy the rules we have, 
as they certainly answer well. The books we cover 
with brown paper, — the unglazed is the best, as it 
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does not tear or get greasy so quickly ;. the number 
is written plainly on each volume, and the time it 
may be kept. We have the catalogues written. 

EuLES FOR Lending Library. 

1. Each member must be proposed one week, and 
voted in the next by the club, 

2. An entrance-fee of 6d., and a subscription of 
l^d. per month to be paid by each member. 

3. The books to be kept at the parish room at 
the rectory, and changed every Tuesday evening at 
8 o'clock. 

4. The time allowed for the reading of each book 
to be marked on it. 

5. Any person losing or seriously damaging a 
book, shall replace it, or be excluded from the 
Ubraiy. 

6. No book to be passed from one member to 
another, or be lent to non-subscribers. 

7. A subscriber keeping a book beyond the time 
allowed, shall be fined one penny a week for every 
book so kept. No other book can be taken out 
while a fine remains unpaid. 

8. The choice of books to be by lot. 

9. A committee of six members, including trea- 
surer and secretary, are to decide on the proposal of 
books, and settle any other business at a general 
meeting every half year. Notice of books to be 
proposed must be sent in a fortnight before the 
meeting. 
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The choice of books by lot is most important, as 
it prevents all disputing ; aoHie books being more 
interesting than others, all wish for them. Choos- 
ing by lot, all stand the same chance, and feel it ia 
fair. We have pieces of card with large numbers 
on them — these are all shaken in a bag, and each 
one in the room draws, and then chooses according 
to their numbers, the early numbers first. If we 
have any voting it ia all by ballot, with white and 
black beana. We enter the books in the following 
simple manner, which perfectly answers. Our book 
is ruled thus ; — 

LENDING LIBBAET. 
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Thus, when the book is taken out, the number is 
put under the dates, and simply cancelled, and an- 
other written, when it is returned. In this way 
you can see at a glance if the book has been re- 
turned, how long it has been kept, or who has it. 
The books that are the most liked are not the ones 
written particularly for the poor, or about the poor. 
I have been often surprised to see them turn from 
a book of this description to one I should have 
thought beyond them. The other night a man ex- 
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plained it, — ^he said, " We don't care to read about 
poor people, and their doings and sayings. We 
know these; we like a book of travels, or the 
habits and customs of foreign nations, or a book 
about ladies and gentlemen.*' 

I wiU give a Ikt of those books we have found 
the most popular, with their prices : — 
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Naomi, - 


m m 


6 


Post of Honour, - 


- 


3 6 


Golden Hills, 




4 


Broad Shadows, • 




6 


Copley Annals, - 




- 6 


Bob Roy, 




6 


Dove in Eagle's Nest, 




6 


Success in Life, - 




3 


Men who have Risen, 




3 6 


Pocket Bible, 




3 


Hero of the Desert, 




3 


Ministering Children, 




2 6 


Sequel to above, - 




2 6 


Story of City Arab, 




3 6 


Danesbury House, 




2 6 


Huguenot Family, 




3 


Sir Henry Havelock, 




- 2 


The Second Mother, 




2 6 


Successful Merchant, 


• 


3 6 


Palissy the Potter, 




2 


The Shepherd of Bethlehem, 


6 


Warm Hearts in Cold Regions, • 


2 6 


Praying and Working, 


m • 


3 6 


Toils and Triumphs, 
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Tom Carter, 
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2 6 


The White Foreigners, 


m m 
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Simday Echoes, - 
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My First Cruise, - 


m * 
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The Yonng Pilgrim, 

The Wanderer and fail Betnni, 

Filiating Light, 

trinoe of the House of D»vid, 

The Junior Clerk, 

BacB for Life, - 

Tte Tom Bible, - 

Widow Green, 

Nellle'a DbA D&;a, 

Nettie's MiasioD, 

Loui's School iJaya, 

Station Life in New Zeal&nd, 

PiratTear iu Canada, - 

Harrj and Archie, 

The Golden Ladder, 

War and Peace, 

Brothen and Siaten, 
Eescued from Egypt, 
John Stigeles. 
Touiig Fur Traders, 
Amy Borbert, 
Margaret Percival, 

Lifeboat, - • - 

Village Missionaries, 

Ben Sylveater's Word, - 

Leonard and Demiis, 

Walter the Schoolioaater, 

The Cbannitigs, - 

Eoland Vorke, - 

1%: Wiile Wide World, - 

Thomeycrof t Hall, 

The Fight of Faith (2 vols.), 

£eg\uubagh, 

The Bobbers' Cave, 

Sandaj in Man; Lands, - 
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Basket of Flowers, ... 

William Allan, - ' - 

Home in the Holy Land, 

Historical Tales, ... 

John Hartley, .... 

Claudia, - - - . - 

The Black Prince, 

Little Duke, .... 

Memories of Bethany, ... 

Fishers of Darby Haven, 

Alone in London, ... 

Tale of Two Cities, 

Smiles' Self Help, 

The Dog Crusoe, . - . 

The Under Housemaid, ... 

These are the favourite books in our library. I 
have given the prices, that any one wishing to start 
one may have an idea of the cost. We have also a 
Sunday School Library. We began by the children 
paying one penny per month ; but during the win- 
ter months many were unable to do so ; we there- 
fore allow them now to have the books without any 
payment. They are changed once a fortnight; if 
they keep them longer they are obliged to pay a 
fine. Most of the church children belong to it ; it 
seems to work extremely well, and from their anxiety 
to get the books, I think it is highly prized by the 
children. 
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CHAPTER IL 

woman's wobk. 

** Man works from mom 
Till set of smi. 
But woman's work 
Is never done." 

When every book and paper one takes up' contains 
articles on " Woman's Eights " — " Woman's Work," 
one cannot but feel it is a subject which is deeply 
interesting the public at the present day. One 
fears, that in standing out for woman's rights and 
woman's privileges, there should be a danger of for- 
getting the sphere God Himself has placed her in, 
when He gave her for a helpmeet for man. ITiis is 
the most glorious right a woman has. Oh! that 
every woman may use it to the benefit of all she 
comes in contact with ; for I take it, in its largest, 
fullest sense, that she is to be the helper, the con- 
soler, the tender friend of all who come within her 
reach. 

We hear a great deal of the influence of women 
preachers, women politicians, &c. The influence 
each true woman covets is that ^uiet influence 
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which is felt, not heard. One generally finds those 
who do the most make the least fuss about it. I 
have now in my mind a lady, a clergyman's wife, 
with six little children, almost babies. She is a 
devoted wife and mother, and watches carefully 
over her children's bodily and spiritual welfare ; an 
excellent mistress and friend. It is wonderful how 
many kind things she does for her neighbours. A 
most hard-working and indefatigable worker in her 
husband's parish, and yet she is never in a hurry, 
but always seems to have leisure to do anything 
and everything that is required of her, and, still is 
most humble, 

I want to point out some parts of the Lord's vine- 
yard where woman's aid is still wanted; and also 
to warn workers, particularly young ones, of some 
of the mistakes likely to be made, and to mention 
some encouragements to labour for Christ. 

The first place a woman should work in is homa 
It is a dreadful thing when a mother, sister, or 
daughter are busy here and there, and neglect their 
own families, where their influence ought to be 
strongest. I know it is more difficult in our own 
houses than anywhere. I suppose the reason prin- 
cipally is, that there we are known as we really are. 
When freed from the restraint of society we appear 
in our true character. Many who are willing to 
exert themselves for the amusement of strangers, 
are so dull and listless at home, they could scarcely 
be recognised as the same people who delighted a 
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large party with their wit and gaiety. This ought 
rujt to be. A true woman should always shine 
inoftt in her own home. 

I heard a remark made alK)ut the English by a 
German gentleman, on board a steamer on the Lake 
of Lucerne, which should apply more especially to 
woman. He was talking to a French lady, who 
was giving us anything but a flattering character — 
saying that we were proud, unsociable, and uncouth, 
&c. He asked if she had ever been to England. 
She said, " No." 

"Ah!" he replied; "you would alter your opinion 
could you see them there, — ^the place to see an 
Englishman to perfection in is his own house." 

This ought especially to be the case with an 
English woman. It raises the daily routine of a 
woman's life from drudgery, if she bears in mind 
this is work for God. I am serving Him just as 
truly when I am doing faithfully the little duties of 
life, as if I were doing some great work for Him 
that would rouse the admiration of the world. 
How much there is to do in our own homes, first 
for ourselves. I think one of the great reasons of 
failure is, we do not prepare sufficiently — do not 
lay a solid foundation. We expect, directly we 
work, to see the result of our labours, forgetting 
that before the farmer sows his seed, he prepares 
with great care the soil for the reception of it ; and 
when he has sown his land, he has to wait many 
weary months before he can hope to reap his har- 
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vest. We do not pray enough ; we do not read our 
Bibles enough ; this is the great mistake so many 
of us make. I always find those who live nearest 
to Christ themselves are most successful in drawing 
others to Him. It was when John, looking at Jesus, 
said, "Behold the Lamb of God," that those to 
whom he was speaking left him, and followed Jesus; 
and this is the great aim of every Christian— to 
lead others to Christ. 

Then how important is woman's work with 
children ! It is said that when the great Napoleon 
Buonaparte was asked what France most wanted to 
make it a great nation, he said, "Mothers." He 
knew the value and importance of a mother's train- 
ing. The lessons learned in childhood are never 
forgotten. How essential it is, then, that they 
should be good ones 1 It is not necessary a mother 
should so devote herself to her children as to neglect 
other duties. Those children are not the happiest 
whose mother is their slave ; it makes them thought- 
less and careless of others' comforts; — even very 
young children may be taught to work for others. 
As that lovely book, "Ministering Children," so 
beautifully describes, they like to be useful, and to 
help. See with what delight they prepare articles 
for a Christmas tree, or for school prizes ! No treat 
they could have would afford them half the pleasure 
that they feel in contriving and making these little 
gifts; and when the long wished-for day at last 
arrives, watch their bright, eager faces, and you will 
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be convinced the deliglits of giving are far more 
than those of receiving. 

Then there are a lad/s duties to her servants. 
It is the fashion now to speak as if all of them were 
bad, and the race of faithful and devoted servants 
had died out for ever. If this is so — which I deny 
— how much is the mistress's fault ? How few can 
say they have cared for the best interests of their 
servants ! Their bodily health is attended to, that 
they may do their work ; but how frequently, even 
in Christian families, is their spiritual welfare ne- 
glected ! How many live under the same roof for 
years, and yet remain perfect strangers to each 
other's minds and feeUngs ! 

Don't expect too much from servants. Many a 
lady looks in a young and inexperienced girl for 
the love and patience she fails to show to her own 
children, and is disappointed when she finds her 
deficient in those qualities. Make your servants 
once feel you are their true friend, and have their 
best interests at heart, and I think you will not 
have to complain of merely formal service. One 
wants them to feel as part and parcel of the family 
in which they live, that they have the same in- 
terests, the same joys and sorrows. This is not 
impossible even now. I have known servants so 
interested in their master's honour, that they have 
kept awake, nights before any great party was 
coming on, with anxiety that everything should go 
off well They want to be thought after, and made 
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happy; >they want to be suppUed with nice in- 
teresting tales, — not the dull books and tracts so 
often thought good enough for the kitchen. We 
want to encourage them to come to us with their 
joys, and sorrows, and diflBlculties. This will not 
decrease, but rather increase, their respect for us, 
A poor woman, who was remarkable for the way 
in which she prayed about everything, was asked 
by a lady how she had learned the habit. 

"Oh," she said, "when I went to service, my 
mistress .always prayed about eveiything. I was 
quite a girl when I went to be engaged, and she 
said to me, laying her hand on the Bible, which lay 
near her, ' In this book we are told my duties as a 
mistress, your duties as a servant.' After reading 
them, she said, 'Now, as neither of us can fulfil 
these duties without God's help, we wOl kneel down 
and ask for it' And so she did, and that was 
always her way. I saw how happy it made her, 
and all about her. Now, it seemed to allow aU the 
wheels of life to go smoothly. So, when I married, 
I determined to try it in my own house, — to tell 
God everything, and ask His guidance in everything, 
as my dear mistress did, and I can truly say I have 
found it answer as well as she did." 

When a young foreign servant was asked how he 
liked his place, he said, in his broken English — 

" Oh, like it much ; it good home for young men, 
so much prayer and praise/' 

This is the 'remembrance we want our servants to 
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carrr away, — not as they 30 fireqiisitiy Jo, ''Oh, I^ 
in a religions &inily, bnt they had no &e£i^ fimr 
servTtnta; they were so harcL so thonghdea^ tiie^ 
never seemed to imagnie we were made of the samci 
flesh and blood."* Which of ns cansov we have done 
our duty to onr servants ? Joshna said^ "^ Aa fis 
me and my house, we win serve tie Lorf." Thfe 
should be the first object of eveiy head of a house, and 
nothing ought to be allowed to stand in the way of Hl 
Then a woman's work in. a pansh^ how useful 
and important it is, if she keeps in her proper 
sphere, working under the clergyman, never trying 
to usurp his place ! What life she may throw into 
the school ! How hard children work, if th^ know 
the lady is coming in to look at what they have 
done, and to encourage them by her kind and graitle 
words I She should, however, never make herself 
the first in the schooL The master and mistress 
should always be that ; and she should neither take 
a class, nor make the least change in the working 
plans, without consulting them first She should 
be careful always to treat them with respect, never 
to find fault, or complain of anything before the 
children, as it destroys their respect; also, when 
possible, to encourage them by saying, What nice 
order the school is in; or, How well the children 
are getting on, either with their reading or writing. 
School teaching is weary, trying work ; and masters 
and mistresses want all the encouragement they 
can get. 
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I once, when we were without master or mistress, 
took our village school for four months. That 
taught me to feel for teachers in a way I never did 
' before. Sunday-schools and Bible-classes, both for 
young men and young women, what a glorious, de- 
lightful field they are for woman's work ! No want 
of interest there ! The only fear is the work should 
prove too absorbing. But in all these things there 
must be trouble and time given to preparation. An 
unprepared teacher or visitor is neither a happy nor 
a successful ona The Bible says, "In all labour 
there is profit;" and never do we find it truer than 
in the labour we bestow on preparation for classes, 
cottage lectures, &c. We want the subject tho- 
roughly in our own minds, for we must always 
know more of a subject ourselves than we want to 
impart to others. 

Then, visiting: Oh, what work there is for a 
woman there! The poor like to be visited, and 
receive us so warmly and kindly ; it is, indeed, not 
only a duty, but a pleasure. How many old people, 
whom the clergyman, with the multitude of calls on 
his time, cannot find time to visit very often, are so 
thankful to have the Bible read to them, which they 
have not eyesight to read themselves, or the last 
letter from their boy or girl at service, "who do 
write real beautiful, to be sure, if I could only make 
it all out, Miss ;" or to listen to those long stories 
of things which happened when they were young, 
which no one but the lady hg,s time or symgafcl^ 
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for. Young mothers and wives, too, how pleased 
they are with a call, and how proud to show off 
their babies, and to teU you what good husbands 
they have, and how nicely their children get on at 
school "Why, it is wonderful how my Bill do 
begin to read. He beats his father altogether; and 
he always remembers the text, and ever so much of 
the sermon." Try, if possible, to remember the 
children's names and ages — ^it pleases the mothers 
so much. " How is little Sarah Jane ? I was so 
sorry to miss her at school ; she is such a nice little 
thing, and gets on so welL" The mother, pleased 
and gratified, determines Sarah Jane shall be more 
regular ; and the father, when he hears at night that' 

Mrs. has been asking after his child, says, 

" Well; I will say she do look well after the children. 
I'll go to church on Sunday myself." You can 
always reach a parent's heart through the little ones. 
And in sickness, oh, who can estimate the bless- 
ing to both body and soul, of a tender, gentle lady's 
visit ; the many little things she suggests or sends 
from her own table, to tempt the poor sufferer's 
failing appetite ; simple little arrangements she can 
make for his ease and comfort ; sweet flowers, always 
so welcome and refreshing in a sick-room, and so 
seldom thought of by the poor, she can take him ; 
but, above all, she can gently read a few verses from 
God's Word, and show that Jesus is the same now 
as He was at the grave of Lazarus, — " a Friend who 
sticketh closer than abrother," — a tender Father, who 
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does not willingly affict, but who longs to welcome 
back the poor prodigal, and receive him as a son. 
Be careful not to read too much, or weary the sick 
one ; they are often too ill to bear it. This is where 
a woman's tact is so useful Go cheerfully, also, if 
possible ; don't speak in a dull tone, but cheer the 
poor sufferer as much as possible. Illness is very 
depressing; and a bright smile and kind word often 
help the sick very much. I know it is hard, when 
one grieves so much for their sufferings ; but to be 
a good visitor in sickness, self must be forgotten. 

Mothers' meetings, cottage lectures, singing classes, 
lending libraries, &c., are all most useful, and may 
be taken by a lady in her father's or husband's 
parish, without stepping the least out of her proper 
sphere. 

Social intercourse is also most important. The 
mind gets very contracted, if only associated with 
those in a lower grade ; and, besides, " knowledge is 
power." The more one knows, the more influence 
one has over the minds of others ; and it is impos- 
sible to be always giving out, without taking in 
fresh supplies, besides which, we have a duty to 
perform to our equals, as well as to those beneath 
us. This duty is often forgotten or neglected by 
earnest workers among the poor. Many, especially 
young workers, attempt more than it is possible to 
perform, and, in consequence, everything is obliged 
to be slurred over and half done. I know it is very 
hard, when one sees so much to be done, not to try 
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and do it ; but one thing well done effects more real 
good than fifty things attempted. 

Again^ many attempt to visit, without any pre- 
vious training, and are surprised they do not get on 
with the poor. They think them ungrateful and 
uncouth, when, perhaps, it is simply they do not 
understand one another. Parish work wants time 
and patience to learn as well as other work. One 
of the first lessons, perhaps, is how little we know. 
We have been well educated, and yet, in a cottage, 
how stupid and unable to influence the poor, old, 
hardened, insensible man or woman we are. They 
bring forth arguments which, while we know they 
are worthless, we have neither the power nor ex- 
perience to combat. I believe it has saddened the 
early married life of many a young clergyman's 
wife, the feeling that, with the best intentions and 
wishes to help her husband and do good in his 
parish, she was able to do very little. 

One important mistake many make is to give too 
much at first starting. There is a libtle awkward- 
ness in the first visit; and it makes it all easy to 
take some present^ till at last the people only look 
for our visits like those of a relieving oflScer, and 
each try how much they can get out of us. Be very 
careful to treat the poor with the same courtesy and 
respect you would one of your own friends, when 
calling on them. Never enter a poor man's house 
without first knocking. Never sit down till invited, 
or disturb them when very busy or at meals. Listen 
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to them patiently. Many go to a cottage, and, 
without anything leading to it, or listening to any 
of the woman's tales about the illness of her chil- 
dren, or want of work of her husband, take out their 
Bibles, and begin to read, to do her good, as they 
think. Need we wonder if, under the circumstances, 
it is often words spoken to deaf ears. 

I remember hearing of a really good lady being 
asked to take a clothing-club for women. They 
came and paid in their money, and then waited for 
her to make the first advanca This she did not 
know how to do ; and, instead of asking after their 
families, &c., which would have brought copious 
replies, remained silent. At last one elderly woman 
asked after their clergyman, who was ill, adding, 
" He is a kind gentleman, and so good to the poor." 
" Yes," said the lady, " I don't wonder you like him, 
for he tells you of a dreadful hell, and how to escape 
it." The women looked at each other, and soon 
left. The lady failed with them from not knowing 
how to say the right thing at the right time. 

Again, many ladies never go to a cottage when 
they think the men are at home, and walk out if 
they happen to come in, from the mistaken idea that 
their rough tones and ways are meant for rudeness 
and incivility. Such is not really the case ; it is 
generally shyness. Many a man who passes you in 
the road with his head down, and taking no notice 
of you, is only so shy, he dare not do so. If you 
make him speak by first addressing him, you will 
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find him perfectly civil, and soon he will touch his 
cap with a smile whenever he sees you, sure of a 
word and smile in return. 

Again, men, especially in country parishes, where 
they very seldom see a lady, often don't get up when 
you go in to their homes, but sit with their caps on, 
without looking up or taking any notice. Shyness 
again, not rudeness ! Make them look up, and you 
will see their faces are crimson. A Fen man once 
said to me, " How awful rude you must have thought 
me. Miss, when you first came to see me ; but I 
did not mean it ; I was so scared of you I did not 
know where to look, or what to do, when you came 
in, and that was what made me seem so." Treat 
the poor always with respect and consideration 
yourself, and you will have no cause to complain of 
the want of it in them. Then encouragements to 
work, the happiness it brings with it, the joy, above 
all earthly joys, of feeling you have been the means, 
in God's hand, of saving some poor sinner's soul, — 
of inducing some, who were going straight to de- 
struction, to stop and think. I will give one or two 
instances which have come under my own notice. 

There was a young lad in this village some years 
ago, careless and thoughtless in the extreme. He 
became very ill, and it was necessary he should go 
to the hospital The night before he left I went to 
see him. He lived in a public house ; and has since 
told me that he begged his mother never to ask me 
into a private room, as he knew how difl&cult, nay, 
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almost impossible, it would be to speak to him in 
the public bar-room. I took him a Bible, was 
received as usual, and gave it to him, with good 
wishes for his recovery, and went away. I shall 
never forget that afternoon. I could not rest. I 
believed, with the doctors, he was dying. I knew 
he was not safe, and felt I must speak to him. I 
walked up and down a lane near, to get courage to 
do it, and prayed most earnestly it might be made 
of use to him. I then, with a beating heart, tapped 
again at the door, and said, looking at him, for the 
room was full, " Would you kindly just step into 
the next room ; I want to speak to you a minute." 
I shall never forget his defiant air as he followed 
me. I begged him not to put ofiF, but to cry at once 
for mercy, or it might be too late. He heard me in 
silence with the most unmoved look, and I went 
away, thinking I had done more harm than good. 

He was in the hospital many weeks. At last I 
received a letter from him, the burden of which was, 
"What must I do to be saved V* I never read such 
a letter of agony. In one part of it he said, " I feel 
just shaking over helL Oh, tell me, how can I 
escape V* It was two or three years, — partly, per- 
haps, from his state of health, — ^before he found real 
joy. Contrary to all expectations he recovered, and 
is, I believe, not only pressing forward on the 
heavenly road himself, but doing his best to lead 
others also in the right path. Many a time he has 
cheered and encouraged me. 
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Another instance, which shows how often the 
very worst in a parish would he only too thankfol 
for a word of encouragement, comes into my mind. 

One cold winter's evenings just at the close of the 
old year, I was at a distant part of our Tillage, and 
said to one of my Bible^class, " I am determined I 
will go and ask J. W. to join our class, and b^in 
the New Year with us." (The man referred to was 
a young blacksmith^ well known for his roughness 
and wildness, and disregard of all that was right.) 
He said, " Oh, don't. Miss ; I am sure he will only 
swear at you ; and he*ll never come." However, I 
went up to the foige where he was at work, and 
said, " Will you kindly open the door; I want just 
to speak to you." He complied at once, though he 
looked astonished ; and I said, " We are just about 
to begin a new year. I am sure both you and I 
wish to spend it better than the last I want you 
to begin it by joining our Bible-class. Do come 
next Sunday ! I am sure you won't repent it" I 
dreaded his answer; but at last he said, almost with 
a sob, "That I wiU, Miss; and thank youfor asking 
me. You are the first, ever since I b^an to do 
badly, who has given me a word of encouragement 
Every one has left me alone, because I was so bad. 
No one has tried to persuade me to change, though 
I have often wished to do better." He came on 
Sunday, and attended regularly until he left the 
parish. It brought him among respectable com- 
panions. He felt there were some who hoped 
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better things of him. He married, became a respect- 
able man, a good husband and father ; and the last 
time he was home, he expressed his great thankful- 
ness to me for speaking to him that night. "It 
was the tumiDg-point in my life," he said. 

These two instances, out of many that crowd on 
the mind, show that there are, indeed, encourage- 
ments given us when we work for Christ. He will 
be no man's debtor. The time and trouble we spend 
for Him He repays us in countless blessings. Above 
all, we look forward to the great harvest-home, 
when the labourers shall all be gathered, and the 
Lord of the harvest shall say to each one, however 
feeble and humble their work, "Well done, good 
and faithful servant ; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord." 
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CHAPTEE III. 

VILLAGE BIBLE CLASSES FOR YOUNG MEN. 

** Just knows, and knows no more, her Bible true, — 
A truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew." 

A QUESTION of much importance — one which often 
gives great anxiety to ministers, teachers, and all 
connected with Sunday schools, is, How are we to 
retain a hold over the elder scholars, attach them 
to their church and school, and prevent their leav- 
ing just at an age when they are able to derive real 
benefit from the instruction they receive there? 
In most schools — particularly in those connected 
with the Church — you find the eldest child not 
more than fourteen or fifteen; aU above that age 
considering themselves too old. Of course, this 
feeling brings many evils with it ; for, accustomed 
from early childhood to attendance there, they feel 
imsettled and uncomfortable; and, turning from 
their homes, and meeting others as idle as them- 
selves, spend the Sabbath in idleness and careless- 
ness, if not in more flagrant sins. Girls often 
remain in a Sunday school till they are eighteen or 



VILLAGE BIBLE CLASSES FOB YOUNG MEN. 29 

nineteen, especially if they form, as they frequently 
do, the class of the rector's wife. But there are 
scarcely ever any but quite young boys in church 
Sunday schools, particularly in country villages. 
How is this difficulty, which all feel, and many 
grieve over, to be met ? How are our young men 
to be reached and guided during that difficult 
period of life, when they are passing from boyhood 
to manhood, — ^when their characters are unformed, 
and when they generally take a turn either for 
good or evil ? 

All allow the most critical time in a boy's life to 
be between the ages of sixteen and twenty-one, and 
yet how little is ever attempted to be done for 
them ! All the mischief done in a parish is usually 
attributed, justly or unjustly, to " the boys," who, . 
feeling themselves suspected, get callous, and care 
not what characters they possess for roughness and 
rudeness. In many places, the young men and 
boys of a parish are so uncouth in their manner, 
that one would be inclined to think they belonged 
to some heathen land, and not to Christian England. 

In how many country parishes do ladies and 
others shrink from passing the "idle comer" be- 
cause of the iU-behaviour of the lads and young 
men who congregate there? And yet many of them 
are ashamed of themselves all the time ; but they 
want some one to take an interest in them, who 
will make them feel that instead of being the 
plague of the village, and the trial and distress of 
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their clergyman, they may be its brightest example 
and his greatest help and comfort. 

Dissenters seem to understand the art of attach- 
ing elder scholars to the Sunday school better than 
we do. They treat them like young men and 
women, whereas we treat all our scholars too much 
like children in a day-schooL How often are our 
elder scholars made to sing hymns only suitable 
to quite little ones, a thing they extremely dislike — 
are spoken of as children in addresses and lessons 
— made to stand up, walk in order to church, &c. 
These may seem such little things as not to be 
worth mentioning; but just when boys and girls 
are passing through the silly age, they are no trifles 
to them, but vex and gall them extremely. 

Again, our Sunday schools, as a rule, are not 
comfortable ; the day school is most generally used, 
and the forms and desks, though admirably adapted 
for children, are yet most inconvenient and un- 
inviting for elder scholars. Dissenting Sunday 
schools are usually built for the purpose, and all 
the elder classes are either taught in separate rooms, 
which are provided with backed seats, tables, mat- 
ting, &c. ; or the large school is partitioned ofiF so as 
to form a separate room. I feel this to be of the 
utmost importance, as I know from experience how 
very much elder brothers and young fathers object 
to their younger brothers or children going home and 
saying, " I heard father, or brother, read in school 
tO'dajr, and be bad to spell nearly evety ^oid." 



VILLAGE BIBLE CLASSES FOR YOUNG MEN. 3X 

Night schools, where children and adults have 
been attempted to be taught together, have always 
proved failures from the same cause. That it is 
possible (though I own it requires both trouble and 
perseverance to manage it) to induce the young 
men of even a country village to join a Bible-class, 
and attend it regularly, the following account of 
one I have had for ten years may show : — 

When we came to this village, which is in the 
midst of the Fens, we found the Sunday school 
contained about fifty children. The two eldest 
boys, fourteen years of age, informed me the first 
Sunday that they considered themselves far too old 
for school, and intended to give up coming. Ten 
years have now passed away, and their intention 
has not yet been carried into eflfect, but Sunday 
after Sunday sees them in their old place in the 
class, which I believe they increasingly value and 
love. I never thought of taking an adult class, as 
I had just left school myself, and knew nothing of 
the proper management of one ; but circumstances 
obliged me to try what I could do, — any attempt 
was better than allowing the young men to stand 
idle outside the church doors, to the annoyance and 
discomfort of aU about to enter. I shall never for- 
get the first Sunday — there were about twelve 
young men, from the ages of fourteen to twenty, 
I was very shy with them, and they, if possible, 
more so with me. As one poor fellow said, when I 
reproved him for laughing over the Bibl( 
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" Please, Miss, I can't help it ; I'se so shy." 

Many of the same young men are there now; 
but I think no one would recognise them again, 
their manners, appearance, and dress are so much 
improved. It was not all plain sailing, or easy 
work, for the first few years. One reason was, I 
had had no experience, being so young, in that 
most difficult art of keeping a firm yet gentle hand 
over them. Another was, I had two or three most 
unmanageable spirits, and they gave a tone to the 
others. There are now thirty-six young inen be^ 
longing to the class : frequently thirty are present 
at once; but no set of gentlemen could behave 
better, or act with more respectful courtesy than 
they do. 

A lady often succeeds with a Bible-class of men 
where a gentleman, though her superior in know- 
ledge and acquirements, would faiL There is a 
chivalrous feeling in a young man, which makes 
him willingly yield to a lady what he would refuse 
to a gentleman. 

How much a Bible-class unites young men to 
the Church and its services was brought to my 
notice by a conversation I had some time since with 
a young miller from an adjoining parish. He said 
— " What we want. Miss, is a Bible-class in connec- 
tion with our Church. Three months ago I and 
two others went to our clergyman, and asked him 
to form one ; he replied, ' he would think about it.' 
We waited six weeks, and went again; his answer 
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then was, ' he could get no one to take it/ What 
is the result? They formed one at the chapel, 
which we aU joined, though I had been baptized 
and confirmed, and much prefer Church; but we 
like a Bible-class — it is a bond of union between 
the young men of a village." 

There is not nearly enough work for our popula- 
tion; therefore, numbers of young men leave the 
neighbourhood every year. In this way, and others, 
I have lost nearly sixty, who used to be members 
of my class. With nearly all these, however, I 
keep up some sort of intercourse ; and many and 
pleasant are the letters and visits I receive from 
them. We consist of almost all grades, from the 
young tradesman, who can read and enjoy Josephus, 
to the man who scarcely knows his letters. I there- 
fore find it very difficult to make it interesting to 
aU. I take them twice on Sundays. My plan is 
to give the morning more especially to the trades- 
men, and the afternoon to the others. With young 
men there is an absence of the silly pride met with 
in girls. I have frequently master and man sitting 
side by side, with no false pride about them. We 
always begin by singing a hymn, and prayer— they 
generally choose their own hymn, which makes 
them feel that they have each a part in the class ; 
then some one reads the collect for the week, as 
our watchword, and we have a chat over it. We 
have been going through our Church Services, 
proving every part from the Bible. I give them 
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the subject and chapter, and they find the verse ; 
this they do very readily and quickly, and are most 
courteous to each other if, as often happens, two 
find the verse at the same moment. Sometimes 
they express a wish for a particular subject to be 
taken the next Sunday. I am very glad when they 
do, as I wish them to feel a personal interest in the 
class, and that each one should be a worker. I try 
to impress on their minds Wesley's secret of suc- 
cess — "All at it, and always at it;" and I can 
truly say, they do help me in every way in their 
power. I never now go to speak to a young man 
just come into the parish, that I do not find one or 
other of the Bible class has been to see him, and 
has tried to persuade him to join us. We admit 
none under eighteen years of age, — our youngest 
now is twenty-one. We have twenty-five married 
men. Many have their children attending the Sun- 
day schooL Of course this does away with the 
foolish excuse from the younger boys, of " I am too 
old ; I am ashamed to come." When they see all 
the most respectable men in the parish attending, 
they are ashamed not to come. It is a frequent 
expression now in the village — " Oh ! he is no good ; 
you never see him at a Bible class, or any place 
worth going to." My sister has a class from the age 
of sixteen to twenty, well attended. 

Visitors and others attending the church often 
say they never saw so many respectable young men 
at a village church in their lives. They certainly 
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are most of them very steady. Our village police- 
man said to me the other day, " If the middle-aged 
and old men were as steady as the yoimg men, my 
work would be over here." 

I hope these few ideas and suggestions may be 
useful to others who feel the difficulty of retaining 
a hold over elder scholars. If my plan fails — ^which 
I don't think it will — you have done what you 
could; and I think, after a few years experience, 
you will say with me, your hours with your Bible 
class have been the happiest and most blessed of 
your life. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OUR SCHOOL TREAT. 

" And loved he not of heaven to talk, 

With children in his sight ; 
To meet them in his daily walk. 

And to ffts arms invite. 

Ejsble. 

The time is drawing on for our school treat ; and 
as we meet the children returning from work for 
some time beforehand, you often see a bright little 
face lighted up with anticipated pleasure, and hear 
the question, — " Please, Miss, when is our treat to 
be?" and receive the assurance, — "We are counting 
on it so much." Ay ! and so are we ; for I don't 
know such a pleasant day in the year. We have 
always a little difficulty in arranging the time of 
our treat, as half our Simday scholars are grown up, 
and it won't do to have it when the men are busy. 
What! lose their happy faces and bright merry 
shout, when they make a good run in cricket ? No ! 
no, that would never do. 

At last the day is fixed somewhere between hay 
and harvest time, for ours is a \illaga in the Fens, 
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and all our people go to field-work. The exact day 
is proclaimed to the children in the school, and they 
are invited there; but then come the invitations 
to their mothers and elders, who must all be invited 
personally; so the Eectory family sally out with 
little written cards (without which no one is ad- 
mitted) to the houses of the mothers and church 
people. Several hundred invitations are given, and 
no refusals met with ; but a bright smile on every 
face, and — " I do hope it will be a fine day. Miss" — 
a wish heartily responded to by the visitor. 

The day draws near; the old scholars away from 
home at service, or in situations, have received in- 
vitations, and hope to be there; and, from the 
Eectory to the poorest cottage in the village, the 
school treat is the absorbing subject of conversation. 
Don't laugh at us, kind readers ; wait till you live 
in the country, where the sight of a baker's car is 
an event, and see if you would not be interested ! 
The day before the fSte arrives the weather-glass is 
tapped repeatedly ; yes, all is satisfactory, the glass 
is at "fair," and keeps steady. Then the baker, 
who is in our Bible-class, and therefore has an 
interest in the matter, arrives with the bread and 
cake all nice and light, and he volunteers the re- 
mark, — ^"No fear of a wet day to-morrow, I think. 
Miss." Evening comes ; the Eectory party stand a 
good chance of getting cold by running on the wet 
lawn to see if there is a heavy dew. " Yes, and the 
sun went down beautifully •, 'we^ii. Ti<^\»\RsAS^ <3^Shifc 
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f a'un", say some men who are passing, but who stop 
a moment for a chat. 

The long wished for day at last arrives ; many a 
little head is lifted from the pillow with the words, 
— " Mother, is it going to be a fine day ? " " Yes ; no 
fear of it." Elder brothers and young husbands 
leave home saying, " Mind you have all my things 
ready by the time I get back." The preparation at 
the Rectory begins by the arrival of sundry planks 
and forms, brought by young tradesmen, &c., who 
give their services to help ; and right heartHy they 
do it. Some cut cake, and bread and butter ; some 
chop sugar ; others arrange the tables. Wherever 
you go — in the house, or on the lawn — all is mirth, 
good humour, and activity. About two o'clock the 
man with the swinging-boats arrives, and before 
they are weU settled the bells ring out their merry 
peal, and little groups of happy faces are seen from 
all directions wending their way to the dear old 
church, where we have a short service, with prayer, 
singing, and address — the whole taking but half an 
hour ; then they all troop out — smothers, children, 
and all — to the Rectory groimds. Now comes the 
anxious question, — "Will there be food enough?" 
Well, we have never fallen short yet ; so we trust 
there will. We settle the young men (except a 
chosen few) to cricket and football in the meadow, 
and arrange the children for tea; and then from two 
hundred fresh young voices rises the well-known 
woidSj — '*Be present at our table, Lord." That 
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over, silence follows ; to eat and drink is the busi- 
ness of the hour, and right heartily they perform it. 
Our chosen band of lads, teachers, and visitors wait 
on them, the mothers looking on at their children's 
enjoyment as mothers only can. At last, protracted 
though it may be, tea comes to an end, and they 
are sent off to play. Then comes the mothers' tea. 
At long tables are seated smiling, happy faces ; an 
um is at each end, where presides some kind friend. 
The mothers are more noisy than the children, and 
the gay word and merry laugh sound very pleasantly 
on the summer air. This part over, comes the last 
and by no means the least pleasant party of the 
evening, consisting of young men who form the 
choir and Bible-class. They are mostly farm la- 
bourers ; but their conduct and behaviour might do 
credit to any gentlemen in the land. They are all 
at their ease, ready for any little joke, but perfectly 
respectful. Now for the play; all join in it — old 
men and women, visitors, and children ; and right 
merry and hearty it is. I know many must be 
stiff next day, and many tired ; but what care we 
for that ! we don't often get such a day's fun. At 
last even we are tired, and are very glad to stand 
still while our village choir, of which we are not a 
little proud, sing glees and madrigals. All like this. 
At the end our pastor, who has entered heartily 
into all the fun, makes a few kind fatherly remarks; 
and, with hearty cheers for the Queen, our church, 
our choir, and then with kind *' good night " to all^ 
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we break np, very tired, but very bappy, wishing 
tbe next year was not so &r oft 

I win now give tbe exact account of tbe cost of 
tbis scbool treat,— wbat we provided, tbe recipe for 
tbe cake, wbicb is always pronounced excellent, &c. 
We have four large block tin urns, witb two taps 
eacb ; tbe larger one supplies tea to fifty persons, 
tbe smaller to tbirty. Tbese we bougbt of Messrs. 
Kucebones, Birmingbam, at tbe cost of 26s. eacb tbe 
large ones, and 16s. eacb tbe smaller ones. Tbey 
are invaluable. We always use tbem for tbe adults 
at all our tea parties. We make tbe tea in tbe fol- 
lowing manner for all (but tbe children's tea we 
mix witb sugar and milk before we give it to tbem) : 
We put tea into little muslin bags, about two ounces 
into eacb, taking care tbe bag is not too fuU, but 
that there is room for the tea to swell. We then 
tie the bags on a stick, fill the copper with water, 
and put a fire under. As soon as the water is just 
boiling, we put the stick across so that the bags are 
submerged, and instantly rake out the fira This 
way makes always good tea, and the last is as good 
as the first The recipe for the cake is, — 

1 stone of flour. 

4 lb. of currants. 

8 lb. of coarse sugar. 

1 lb. of lard. 

1 lb. of butter. 

\ lb. of candied peeL 

1 OS. of ginger. 

^ OE. of nutm^. 

dd. worth of eaaenffie oi kakcnu 
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Cost of school treat for 200 children and 300 
adults, ii 



£ S. D. 

Swinging-boat - - -- • 056 

Lemons for cakes 010 

88 lb. of currants at 6id. - - - 1 lOJ 

88 lb. of sugar at 5d. • - - - 13 9 

16 lb. of butter at Is. 8d. - - • 1 7 7^ 

1 lb. 6 oz. of candied peel - - • 3 8^ 

5i oz. of nutmeg 01 4^ 

58 pints of milk 4 10 

2i lb. of tea 9 

li stone of loaf sugar • • • • 8 9 

6^ lb. of butter for bread and butter - 8 IJ 

16 loaves of bread, quarterns • • 9 6 

10 stone of flour 17 6 

Teast for cakes 8 

Baking 4 8 

Total - * - £7 5 llf 



For school treat of 140 children and 100 adults, 
mostly young men — 



Swinging-boat 

Making, and 5 stone of flour 

20 half -quartern loaves 

Milk ... - 

Butter .... 

Tea and sugar 

Materials for cakes 



Total 



£ 


s. 


D. 





5 


6 


1 


3 


4 





5 








2 10 


12 


2 


16 10 


1 17 


9 


£5 


8 


6 
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Tea for 100 cliildren, no adults, winter party — 

£ 8. D. 

41b. of butter 6 4 

6 lb. of sugar 2 1 J 

li lb. of tea ..---046 

2 stone of bread 044 

2| stone of cake, at 4s. 6cL per stone - 12 4^ 

Nuts, 1 peck 3 

Oranges, 5 score 039 

Assistance 020 

Total - - . £1 17 5 

Of course, provisions differ a little in price at 
different seasons of tlie year, and in different places ; 
but any one may safely go by these statements, as 
they have all been tried, and are amply sufi&cient 
for the numbers mentioned. The children always 
bring their own mugs, which saves a great deal of 
trouble. We provide cups and saucers for the 
adults. We have thirty dozen, for which we paid 
Is. 9d. per dozen, and lOd. per dozen for the spoons. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

MISSIONARY MEETINGS. 

** Uplift the blood-red banner. 

And shout with trumpet sound 
Deliverance to the captive, 
And Freedom to the bound." 

" I THOUGHT this was a book to help clergyinen's 
"wives and daughters in parish work," some will say, 
on reading the heading of this chapter. "What 
can they have to do with missionary meetings] 
Siirely they don't so far forget a woman's proper 
place in the Fens, as to speak at public meetings V* 
No, my friend, nothing of the kind ; and yet I think 
I may say truthfully, we have a good deal to do 
with the success of our missionary meetings. We 
can do nothing in this part of the world without 
tea. It has been somewhere called the " religious 
glue" of the Church, cementing the congregation 
together in a way nothing else can. 

We have, therefore, before our missionary meet* 
ing, a large public tea, and a very pleasant day we 
always have. We open the grounds about three 
o'clock, as the people like to walk about and see 
the flowers, &c. ; and, I may add, thait tko^v^ ^2w5?^ 
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are allowed to go where they like in the garden, we 
never find the slightest injury done to anything. 
We used to buy all the provisions for the public 
tea ourselves, charge sixpence per head, and, when 
all expenses were paid, give the surplus — which 
was never a very large sum — ^to the missionary 
society. But this plan did not sufficiently interest 
all the people; it was not thoroughly their tea. 
Now, we get the diJBferent farmers' and tradesmen's 
wives to give trays. Each person provides nominally 
for twelve ; but they generally do it so liberally, no 
twelve people of ordinary appetites could manage to 
clear their tables. It is a merry and a busy scene. 
They all like it. Every one has a hand in it. It is 
very little trouble to the clergyman's family, as he 
has only to provide his own trays. The tea-makers 
take all the trouble, and bring their teacups and 
saucers, and cut their own cake, and bread and 
butter, &c. The only things they want are tables, 
m*ns, and hot water. This plan answers weU, each 
person attending to their own table, the whole tea 
is well seen after, and every one is so afraid that 
her neighbour's table should be better than her 
own, they are all excellent We provide for each 
table of twelve people — 

2 half -quartern loaves. 
2 oz. of tea. 
i lb. of butter. 
2 lb. of loaf-sugar. 
Cake according to taste. 
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The usual expense of each table, 6s. We gene- 
rally make about £6 by the tea, which goes to the 
C. M. S. We have also, in connection with our 
missionary meeting, a working society. The mem- 
bers pay 2s. 6d. each for materials, and meet once a 
month at the Eectory for work. We begin at three 
o'clock, work till six, during which time some ac- 
count of missions are read or told them, after which 
we have tea. They also make articles at home, and 
friends send us contributions, so on the day of the 
missionary meeting we have generally a respectable 
little stall. The sale takes place in the Eectory 
grounds, before the meeting, which is always, if 
possible, in the open air. The day is looked for- 
ward to for months as a regular fSte-day by the 
whole village, who all feel it is not our clergyman's 
missionary meeting, it is our own. The result is 
very satisfactory for a parish of 1200, all poor, and 
containing four dissenting chapels. I will copy the 
statement of last year's receipts. I trust we shall 
do as well, if not better, this year. 



Sermons . . . . 


. £8 


H 


Meeting - - - . 


3 


4i 


Tea - . . . 


4 8 


6 


Sale of work - 


6 5 


6 


Subscriptions - 


11 17 


1 


Thank-offerings 


11 16 





Boxes - - - . 


3 19 


4 


Total - 


. £49 7 


6 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

OUR CRICKET-CLUB. 

" 'Tis a rich bright gem, deny it who can, 
The heari; of a tnie-bom Englishman." 

"An odd subject for a lady to write about," you 
will say. Well, it is populariy supposed that queer 
things are done in the Fens ; so perhaps ladies, if 
there are any, may play cricket there. We do 
skate, and well, too; but cricket is still a little 
beyond us. However, all will agree in the great 
importance of some amusement for men and boys 
aftfer working hours. Without it they are sure to 
be led to frequent the beer-shop and skittle-ground. 
The elder men in a country village have their gar- 
dens and allotments to work in, and are frequently 
too tired to care for any other amusement than sit- 
ting still and smoking their pipe. It is, however, 
far otherwise with the lads and young men ; they 
are not tired, but ready for any fun and frolic 
which presents itself. To supply this want we 
were very anxious to establish a cricket-club, with 
good rules, which, instead of drawing the yoimg 
men to the public-house, should draw them from it. 
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As it has proved highly successful for four years, I 
thought our rules, &c., might be useful to others 
who are anxious to form one in their own village, 
but fear it will prove too costly and troublesome an 
undertaking. Our village contains about six hun- 
dred inhabitants, no gentry or large farmers, so that, 
besides the little help given them from the Eectory, 
the subscriptions are obliged to cover all expenses. 
We have not to pay for our field, — this is most 
kindly lent us by one of the parishioners. It is a 
little distance from the village, which is also an 
advantage. 

The members of the cricket-club are composed 
witirely of labourers and small tradesmen. We 
are not first-rate players, but we are certainly im- 
proving ; and, as our captain wisely remarked to 
me the other day, " You know, Miss, it is as much 
pleasure to us, and we think as much of it as if we 
were fine gentlemen players from Cambridge." All 
dissenters who like are admitted ; but the working 
of it is only entrusted to churchmen. That their 
rules are reaUy for use, I will mention one little 
circumstance which occurred last year. A gentle- 
man was staying at the Eectory, and went down to 
play with them. While on the ground he took out 
and lighted his pipe. Instantly one of the com- 
mittee, who seem to carry their rules about with 
them, stepped up and said, " Beg pardon, sir, but," 
showing him the rule, " no smoking allowed." Of 
course, the gentleman smiled, and desisted ; but it 
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just shows how rigidly they carry out their rules. 
My experience is, poor men do not mind how severe 
they are, if they bear equally on aU. An oath on 
the cricket-field is a thing almost unknown ; and I 
do beUeve it has been one means of keeping the 
young men of the village as steady as they are. I 
will copy our rules, the expense of setting the club 
going, and the receipts and expenditure of the cur- 
rent year : — 

EULES. 

I. That the affairs of the club be managed by a 
committee consisting of a president, a captain, a 
secretary, and two members of the club, and that 
these five committee men be elected by votes at a 
general business meeting of the club, to be held at 
the commencement of each season. 

II. That the duties of the president be to conduct 
the general meetings of the club, to count the votes 
at the election of committee men, to read out the 
secretary's account of the expenditure of the club 
money, and to direct the general management of 
the club. 

That the duties of the captain be to consult with 
the president on aU matters of importance connected 
with the management of the club, to arrange the 
time and place of all general or committee meet- 
ings, to take charge of the bats, balls, and stumps, 
and to see that they are properly used and brought 
back every night ; to settle the sides at cricket, to 

i 
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choose the first eleven, and, in general, to see that 
the rules are kept, and to be the chief authority in 
the cricket-field. 

That the duties of the secretary be to keep a 
r^ulaj list of the names of all the members of the 
club, to be treasurer of the funds, and to keep the 
accounts of the club, and, in the absence of the 
captain, to take his place in the cricket-field in 
every respect. 

That the duties of the other two committee men 
be to arrange with the captain and secretary the 
purchase of all articles necessary to the game, and 
in every possible way to assist the captain and 
secretary in the discharge of their duties. 

III. That the object of the club is rather to have 
a good game at home, than to play matches with 
other clubs, and that there be a match among the 
members of the club every Wednesday evening. 

rV. That the other evenings of the week be for 
practice, that each member go in by turns, that 
each batsman have no less than five minutes' 
innings, or more than a quarter of an hour if not 
out, and that the order for going in be as they 
arrive on the field ; that the one who goes in next 
always longstop, and that those fielding go in before 
those bowling, and that the cricket things be brought 
home every night by those who are using them, 
and that play begin every evening at half-past six 
o'clock. 

V. That all honorary members be allowed to play 
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at any time, and that there be no smoking or drink- 
ing on the field during practice, that the club be 
confined to Eairth alone. 

VI. That the subscription to the club be one 
shilling from each member, and that it be collected 
by the secretary at the beginning of the season, and 
that no one be allowed to use the club property 
without the permission of the committee. 
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CHAPTEE VIL 

mothers' clubs. 

''All Gracious ! grant to those who bear 

A mother's charge, Thy strength and light, 
To lead the steps that own their care 
In ways of love and truth and right." 

We have two in our village — one a maternity club, 
and the other to collect the pence of the poor 
women, and at Michaelmas return it to them, wifeh 
the interest. It used to be strictly a clothing club, 
and they had tickets given on the shops, but they 
much prefer the money — it gives them more a feel- 
ing of independence, and comes, as they express it, 
exactly like a gift; many pay their rent with it, 
others use it for a doctor's or shoe bilL It has this 
great advantage over a clothing club — they can 
spend it as they like, and are not obliged to take 
goods they do not want at a high price, which is 
frequently the case when clothing club tickets are 
given to coimtry shops. 

In our two villages, which number together not 
quite 1200 people, we have sixty members. The 
club is held every alternate week in each parish> at 
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three o'clock in the afternoon, which we find the 
most convenient hour for mothers, as their hus- 
bands are at work and their children at school. 
It affords a nice opportunity in a scattered parish 
to meet the women, and to hear of any case of sick- 
ness or trouble. The club is open to Dissenters as 
freely as to church-people, and I believe is a real 
blessing and help to alL 

Our rules are very simple, — they are as follows : 

1. Any married woman, of either parish, can be- 
come a member. 

2. The club opens each year at Michaelmas, and 
closes at harvest time. 

3. Members may pay any sum of money they 
like every fortnight ; it need not be the same sum 
each time, but just as is most convenient. 

4. Twopence interest allowed on every shilling 
up to fifteen shillings, after which no further in- 
terest is given, though the money is received. 

5. The money to be paid out the first and second 
weeks in October. Every member must either be 
personally there, or send some responsible person 
to receive it, or forfeit threepence. 

6. The club money can be drawn out at any 
time, but no interest is given unless it remains in 
a year. 

The treasurer has a book, in which she enters 
every subscription, and each member is provided 
with a card, on which it is also entered, ruled 
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Aad on the reverse side is written the member's 
name, the parish, and the treasurer's name. The 
cards are all collected before harvest, made up, and 
compared with the treasurer's book ; the interest ia 
then added, and the money packed in little paper 
parcels, with the number written in large figures 
outside. At the meeting when the money is drawa 
oat, each woman is given her little packet and her 
card, and is asked to count the money and compare 
it with her card before she leaves tiie room. The 
plan of puttii^ the money in packets has two ad- 
vantages — it saves a great deal of time and trouble, 
and also prevents it being known what each mem- 
ber has in -the club, which, as the sums vary very 
much, is important. Of course the amount of in- 
terest varies, but on an average it comes to six 
pounds a year, and I know o£ lio "^aq Sa. ■^^afit^ 
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that sum could be spent with greater benefit to so 
large a number. 



Maternity Society. 
Rules. 

1. The object of this society is for the assistance 
of married women at the time of their confinement. 
Subscribers are entitled to one card of recommenda- 
tion for every seven shillings subscribed. 

2. A set of linen to be lent to each woman re- 
commended for the month of her confinement, and 
one shilling and a yard of flannel to be given to 
her. 

3. If the bag of linen is returned at the end of 
the month clean, a present to be given of a frock, 
pinafore, and shirt. 

4. Young married women, for their first confine- 
ment, may, by application to the treasurer, have 
the loan of the bag ; but no other benefit for the 
first child. 

5. If a woman is expecting a child before her 
marriage she will not be entitled to any benefit 
from this society; the next child would be con- 
sidered as the first, and would be eligible for the 
fourth rule. 

6. The sum of three shillings to be paid out of 
the funds to the doctor employed. 

Z the subscriptions to "be "gaid, ^Ji'i ^ tx^^utet 
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elected from amongst the subscribers annually, at 
the general meeting, to be held the first week in 
April, when the accounts are to be inspected and 
settled, — ^the year to commence from that time. 

8. Proper books for the entry of subscribers' 
names, expenses, and other matters, to be kept by 
the treasurer, and a box to be provided to keep the 
store linen, &c. 

9. The recommendation to be shown to the trea- 
surer at least two months before the person expects 
to be confined ; and then the card returned to and 
kept by the person for whose use it was given till 
the articles are wanted, when it is to be sent to the 
treasurer, who, on receipt of it, will deliver them 
out. 

10. Any married woman being an inhabitant of 
the parish, though not having a legal settlement, 
may receive a recommendation. 

The set of linen is a most ample one, — ^the baby 
things extremely neat and pretty, and contains for 
the mother a nice print dressing gown, lined with 
flannel There are about fourteen subscribers, but 
of course many take more than one card, — ^the 
average yearly subscriptions amount to ten pounds, 
and are quite sufficient Dissenters and Church 
people work together. It is very well managed, 
gives universal satisfaction, and is indeed a boon to 
the poor. 
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CHAPTER VnL 

VILLAGE COKCEBTS. 
''Mmic hatih charms to sootiie the asvige Iseui.* 

When we first came into the Fens^ as a set-off 
against agae^ and rheumatism, and all the ills we 
were threatened with, we were told we should find 
good roses and strawberries. Well, so we have; 
and another good thing we have also found, that 
the few people are all fond of music. The Ely 
monks sung so cheerfully years ago, we are told, as 
to induce Canute the king to stay his barge to hear 
them ; and whether their mantle has fallen on our 
people, I know not ; but they are decidedly musical 
— six men out of eight have voices, and good ones 
too. Of course, musical people are the most con- 
ceited in the world, and we are no exception to the 
rule. I remember one of our choir, after singing 
over a song for the first time, turning round, and 
before any other person in the room had time to 
say a word, exclaiming, " Well, if every one sings a 
ng for the first time as well as I have sung that, 
,ey won't sing it badly." As they have such a 
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good opinion of themselves, it is no easy matter to 
persuade them that they are not all able to sing 
solos. We had one man at our last concert — shall 
I ever forget him ? — ^he had a voice, tmm he called 
it, and fondly flattered himself he rivalled Sims 
Eeeve ; but no one else knew what part he really 
simg, as occasionally he helped us in the treble, 
and anon, when the bass had a few bars alone, he 
joined in them. Well, no one could persuade that 
man that he did best as a chorus singer ; his heart 
was set on singing a solo. After giving up several 
songs at our earnest entreaty, he finally settled on 
" Let me kiss him for his mother." He informed 
me it was so suitable after the war ; and though I 
suggested it was a lady's song, and not suitable for 
him, he stuck to it, and on the concert night per- 
formed it at a hard gallop, with nearly every note 
flat, to his own intense satisfaction, and to the dis- 
satisfaction of all his hearers. However, this is only 
one blot on our musical career; and singers are 
proverbially the most difficult people in a parish to 
manage, so we must not complain. 

We have had several concerts, with varying suc- 
cess; but have certainly found that in winter, 
Christmas-time, they have been better attended, and 
altogether more successful than at any other time. 
Ours are not amateur concerts of ladies and gentle- 
men from a distance ; we only depend on our own 
choir, which numbers about thirty-five. We used 
to have a public tea first ; but this had two evils 
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attending it, — it drew sucli a large company that 
no room belonging to us would hold them comfort- 
ably, and it also made the room so dreadfully 
heated, it was almost impossible to sing in. Now 
we have no tea except a private one for the singers ; 
but begin the concert at seven o'clock. The room 
is always quite full ; it is our school-room, and will 
seat comfortably over two hundred, and the people 
seem to enjoy it wonderfully. After the concert is 
over we give the choir a meat supper, which always 
gives the greatest satisfaction, and costs as follows. 
Of course, the cost varies a little, as in the summer 
we have fruit, tarts, strawberries, &c. ; in the winter 
plum puddings. I shall give the winter supper :— 

£ S. D. 



Leg of mutton, roast 







7 llj 


Leg of pork, stuffed and roast 







9 6 


Beef for pies • 







8 


Butter 







1 9 


Bread 







2 


Tea - - . - 







2 


riour- 







1 9 


Plums, &c., for puddings 







5 


Cake, 1 stone 







4 6 



Total - - £2 3 5i 

I wish you could be with us our next concert- 
night ; it is quite a pretty sight. "We decorate the 
room, and arrange a platform with planks on the 
school desks at the further end ; and with a good 
harmonium, and a very old piano, our instrumental 
r part ends. We had a brasa band onc^ \ \iut I grieve 
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to say it is one of the things of the past. We made 
one grave mistake in forming it, which was the cause 
of its falL There were fourteen members, — ^twelve 
who had instruments, and two drummers ; but the 
instruments were the private property of the mem- 
bers, and when they left the village they took them 
with them ; so our poor band has no longer an ex- 
istence. It was a great pleasure at school treats, 
&c., and very lively and cheerful it always sounded, 
though they did not always keep time, and one man 
never kept time. Still, it was our own village band, 
and its notes thrilled me through more than the 
band of the Coldstream ever did. Well, if this little 
book only answers, we may be able to re-establish 
it on a firmer footing than ever. 

At our concerts we have ten minutes interval, 
when they rush in for refreshments in the shape of 
oranges, cakes, &c. The concerts never last more 
than two hours, which is quite long enough in a 
country village, as the people go to bed early. I 
will copy some of our programmes, as it may be a 
help to know the sort of songs which suit a village 
concert. Our tickets for admission are Is. and 6d. 
each ; programmes cost 7s. ; for printing and bills to 
announce the concert, 4s. 6d. Of course, there are 
not many Is. tickets taken. Average amount re- 
ceived at the door, between £4 and £5 ; average 
expenses, £2. Of course these vary, as sometimes 
the music for the concert costs more than other 
times. We ourselves supply au'gijei axi.d ta-a* ta tfc>A 
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choir, and give away the programmes, as they are 
much valued to send to distant friends. The money 
over we spend on choir music. 

PBOGRAMME. 

Pabt I., Saobbd. 

1. FuU Anthem — ** Hallelujah, for unto ns a Child is bom," — 

Meuidh, 

% ** Now pray we for our Country," — E. HowU, 

3. Duet — ^'Blessedare they that mourn," — T<ypLiff, 

4. Anthem, Verse and Chorus — " Sing, O Heavens," — Kent, 

5. Choral Hymn. — Olvpkant, 

6. Solo — Sardinian Hymn, Chorus and Band, — DcmUm, 

7. Christmas Carol — ^Band, — Ea/rrit, 

Pabt II., Seculab. 

1. Glee— "Roses Red,"— ^. W. Martin, 

2. Part Song—" The Cuckoo,"—^. W, Martin, 

3. Song and Chorus — " Hurrah for our Riflemen," — HaUon, 

4. Duet — "Minute Gun at Sea," — King. 

6. Part Song — "All among the Barley,"— iS^itrKn^. 

6. Madrigal — "Come, let us aU a Maying go," — G, W, MaHin, 

8. Chorus— '* Good Night." 

Ood lave the Queen. 



k 



PROGRAMME. 
Part I. 

1. Chorus — " God bless the Prince of Wales," — lUcJuirds, 

2. Glee — " Hail, smiling Mom," — Dr Boyce. 

3. Song and Chorus— " Hearts of Oak,"— /S[po/or«^. 

4. Band and Chorus — "The Village Chorister," — Moechdes, 

5. Trio — " Canadian Boat Song," — Moore. 

6. Madrigal — "Come, let us all a Maying go," — G, W, Martin. 

7. Duet— "Minute Gun at Sea,"— Jf. P. King. 

8. Glee—" See our Oars," — Stevenson, 
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9. Valse— "The Blanche,"— -BanA 

10. Humorous Glee— "The Alderman's Thumb," — Sarrington. 

11. National Song— ''There's joy in Merry England,"— (7. W, 

Martin, 

12. Quick Step—'' Bonnie Dxmdee," — Bcmd. 

PabtIL 

1. Quadrille— "The Sebastopol,"—-Ban(£. 

2. Madrigal— "Hard by a Fountani,"—irMj. fVadreut, 1550. 
8. Song and Chorus — " Good News from Home," — Gilmore, 
4. Glee — " Here, in cool Grot," — Mornmgton. 

6. Trio— "March in Battle of Waterloo,"— JTom, Cornet^ Mute. 

6. PartSong- "AllamongtheBarley,"- iSWr^tngr. 

7. " Thou art so near and yet so far," — Hdchardt. 

8. Glee— "To all you Ladies,"- Dr. CaUcott. 

9. Duet — "What are the wild Waves saying V* — Olover. 

10. Varsoviana— "The Silver Lake,"— -Batki. 

11. Madrigal — "Down in a flowery Vale," — Festa, 1641. 

12. Patriotic Chorus — " Hurrah for Merry England," — Berger, 

" Ood save ike Queen,** 



PBOGRAMME. 
Paet I. 

1. Glee — " From Oberon in Fairy Land,'* — Stevens. 

2. Song and Chorus — " Maggie by my side," — Foster, 

3. Glee— "Hark, the Lark,"—Cooifce. 

4. Song and Chorus — "Poor Old Jefif," — Converse, 
6. Glee— "See the Chariot,"— iSTora^gy. 

6. Duet — " Gipsy Countess, — Glover. 

7. Song and Chorus — " Boys and Girls of England," — Dr. Maries. 

8. Glee — " The Alderman's Thumb," — Harrington, 

9. Madrigal^Oh, who will o*er the Downs,"— -PecwwH. 

Pabt IL 

1. Glee — " Here, in cool Grot," — Momington, 

2. Song and Chorus — " The Bay of Biscay," — Da/vg, 
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3. Glee—" The Village Chonster"—Mo8chdes. 

4. Song and Chorus — " Bang the Banjo," — Foster, 

5. Catch— "Ah, how Sophia, "—CoZcoW. 

6. Duet—" What are the wild Waves saying V ^Glover. 

7. Glee — " March the merry Elves,"— CWcott. 

8. Glee — "To our next merry Meeting," — Phillips. 

Ood save the Queen, 



PBOGBAMME. 
Paet I. 

1. Chorus — " He comes ordained of yore," — J<ickson*s Deliverance, 

2. Solo—" O rest in the Lord,"- iSTamicZ. 

3. Chorus—" The Lord gave the Word"— ffandd, 

4. Solo — "Come unto Me," — Bellamy, 

5. Duet and Chorus—" Bidl Judea, happy Land,'' — Judas Mac- 

cabcBus, 

6. Solo — " Comfort ye, comfort ye," — Handd, 

7. Duet and Chorus—" that I had Wings,"— JTen*. 

8. Solo — " I know that my Redeemer liveth," — Messiah, 

9. Chorus — "Achieved is the glorious work," — Creation, 

Part II. 

1. Glee — " Here, in cool Grot," — Momington, 

2. Song — " Tapping at the Garden Gate." 

3. Madrigal — "The Wintry Winds are blowing," — Lous, 

4. Song— "Put your Shoulder to the Wheel." 

6. Song and Chorus — "The jolly Smiths," — Leslie, 

6. Chorus — " Awake, ^olian "Lyre" — Dariby, 

7. Song— "The Christmas Log." 

8. Chorus — " The Camivale," — Rossini, 

9. Song— "Not for Joe,"— X%d 

10. Glee— "Sleep, gentle Lady." 

God save the Queen, 
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PBOGRAMME. 
PabtL 

1. Ghoras — ** I know that the Lord is great," — Outdey, 

2. Duet — O lovely Peace," — HcmdeCs Jvdaa, 

8. Chorus—" O Thou that tellest,"— £rajwW*« Meuiah. 

L Solo— "But Thou didst not leave,"— £rarMfor« if e««ioA. 

6. Chorus—" Thou art the Bang of Glory,'*— ffand^s Te Deum. 

6. Trio— "The Lord comfort him." 

7. Solo— "0 had I Tubal*s Lyre,''— ffa/ndeT 8 Joahtui. 

8. Chorus — "Nunc Dimittis," — Ehdow, 

9. Chorus— "Halldujah,"—JTander«-afe««a*. 

Paet II. 

1. Glee— "Hail, smiling Mom,"— iSiw/or*^ 

2. Song — "Dear Father, come Home," — Clay, 

8. Glee — "Now is the month of Maying," — MorUy. 

4. Song—" The Blind Girl " 

5. Glee— "Lutzow's wild Chase,"— PTcJer. 

6. Song— "The Soldier*s Grave,"— PTiKiam*. 

7. Madrigal — " Comely Swain," — MorUy, 

8. Duet — " O wert thou in the Cauld Blast," — Menddsohn, 

9. Song— "Sweet Mary." 

10. Trio— "Beagela,"— iS^^cwn*. 

11. Song, with Chorus—" Old Friend Joe." 

12. Trio and Chorus— " Glorious Apollo, "—PTeB. 

13. Glee — " I see them on their winding way," — Bume, 

Qod save the Queen, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

COTTAGE GARDEN SHOWS. 

''Books In the nmniiig Inrooks, 
Tongues in trees, 
Semums in stones. 
And good in ererj thing." 

This society has for its object the encouragement of 
cottage gardening in aU its branches, as it is felt 
that nothing refines the poor more than the love of 
flowers. It gives them a nice occupation, preparing 
for the shows, and they are looked forward to with 
great pleasure by all in the village. The funds for 
L pXes .« rid by volant «m^ sul»crip- 
tions from the inhabitants. A subscription of ten 
shillings or upwards entitles the subscriber to be on 
the committee, and to have a voice in the arrange- 
ments. One or two shows are held each year, ac- 
cording to the society's funds. At these shows 
three classes are allowed to exhibit, and amateurs 
who exhibit only for honour, and take no prizes, 
but who add greatly to the beauty of the show by 
their contributions. 
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2d, Tradesmen, or gentlemen's gardeners, who 
are only entitled to one prize in each class of pro- 
duce, viz., flowers, fruit, or vegetables. 

3d. Cottagers, who have no limit to the number 
of prizes they may take. 

In the second class the prizes are aU of one value 
— 2s. 6d. In the third class three prizes are offered 
for each article, of the several value of 3s., 2s., and 
Is. People must pay for the privHege of exhibiting, 
at the rate of one penny for every four articles or 
less. All third class exhibitors are entitled to free 
admission tickets at four o'clock on the show day, 
at which hour the rate of admission to the ground 
is changed from one shilling to sixpence. Prizes 
are also given for the best managed and kept cot- 
tage gardens and allotments. 

The people are supplied with seeds, &c., from 
Sutton and Sons, Eeading, at a discount of twenty- 
five per cent., which is a great advantage, and 
mainly contributes to the excellence of the garden 
produce. Sutton will most kindly make this re- 
duction for any village horticultural society. The 
number of exhibitors is generally about one hun- 
dred and twenty. 

I will give the statements of income and expendi- 
ture for this year and last year, as it may be a 
guide to others who are anxious to try it in their 
own villages : — 
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187L £ B. ». 

SubscriptlonB, - - 18 6 

Profit from Sale of Befnse, 1 U 
Taken at Gate, - 8 7^ 

Entrance Fees, - 16 2 

Taken from balance in hand, 6 17 H 



Total, 



1872. 

Subscriptions, - 
GoUected at Gate, 
Entrance Fees, 
Balance in hand. 



£29 12 8 



187L 

FrLses for Frodnoe, &c.. 
Band, - - - 

Tent, - - - 

Fitting np Tent, 
Advertising, Judges, &c, 



_ 



Total, 



Total, 



£ H. D. I 
18 7 
2 18 
9 10 
8 8 8 

£25 8 6 



1872. 

Prizes, - - - 

Band, - - - 

Tent, - - - 

Fitting np Tent, 
Advertising, Judges, &c.. 

Total, 



£ 8. D. 

13 17 6 

6 

4 10 

1 16 6 

4 9 8 

£29 12 3 



£ 8. D. 

11 9 6 

2 

4 10 

2 

1 14 

£21 13 6 



The money expended on prizes this year was not 
so much as usual, as the day being so very wet 
many prizes that were offered could not be com- 
peted for. I will copy this year's bill as a guide 
for others : — 

THE ELEVENTH SHOW 

of the 

COTTAGE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY, 

wiU take place, D. v., 

ON WEDNESDAY, , 1872, 

When the following Prizes will be awarded : — 
Class I. Amateurs, honorary. 
Class II. Gardeners, Tradesmen, and others. 
The Prizes offered in this class for specimens in this division is 

2s. 6d. 

N,B. — ^All persons employed in gentlemen's gardens are to rank 

as Professional Gardeners, and compete in Class II. No person 

exhibiting in Class II. will be allowed to take more than one 

prize in each division, viz., — ^Vegetables, Emits, and Flowers. 

Class m. Cottagers and School Children. 
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YSOETABLES. 

1st. Prize. Second. Third. 



Potatoes, Konnd, 


10 


8s. 


2s. 


Is. 


Do. Kidney, 


10 


8s. 


2s. 


Is. 


Onions, 


6 


88. 


2s. 


Is. 


Do. 


15 


8s. 


2s. 


Is. 


Potatoe Onions, 


6 


8s. 


28. 


Is. 


Peas in Pod, 


2i 


88. 


28. 


Is. 


Broad Beans, 


24 


88. 


28. 


Is. 


Kidney Beans, 


2i 


88. 


2s. 


Is. 


Cauliflowers, 


2 


8s. 


28. 


Is. 


White Cabbages, 


2 


8s. 


28. 


Is. 


Vegetable Marrows, 


2 


8s. 


2s. 


Is. 


Lettuces, 


22 


8s. 


2s. 


Is. 


Carrots, 


10 


88. 


2s. 


Is. 


Turnips, 


6 


8s. 


28. 


Is. 


Cucumbers, 


2 


8s. 


2s. 


Is. 


Badishes, 


15 


8s. 


2s. 


Is. 


Stalks of Khubarb, 


8 


8s. 


2s. 


Is. 


Best mixed Salad, 




8s. 


2s. 


Is. 


Herbs, four kinds. 




8s. 


28. 


Is. 



Best Basket of Vegetables, four several kinds. Prizes, 4s., 

2s. 6d., Is. 6d. each. 



Fbuits. 

First. Second. Third. 

Cherries, Basket, 28. Is. 6d. Is. 

Currants, Bed, do., 28. 

Do. White, do., 2s. 

Do. Black, do., 2s. 
Grooseberries, Bed, 28. 

Do., Green or Yellow, 2b. 
Baspberriea, 2s. 

Strawberries, 2s. Is. 6d. Is. 

Best Basket of Fmit, three several kinds, 8s., 28., Is. 



Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 
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Flowxbs. 

First. 
Plants, in Pots, three kinds, 2s. 

Do., single specimen of Geraniums, 2s. 
Do., do. Fuchsia, 2s. 

Do., do. Calceolaria, 2s. 

Nosegay of Cut Flowers, 2s. 

Cut Koses, three several kinds, 2s. 
Wild Flowers, 2s. 

Flowers (either Wild or Garden) in 

Design, 2s. 

Ferns and Grasses, 2s. 

Best Specimen of Honey in the Comb, 2 lbs., 3s., 2s., Is. 
Six Best Cultivated Gardens, 10s., 8s., 6s., 4s., 3s., 2s. 
Six Best Cultivated Allotments, 6s., 5s., 4s., 3s., 2s., Is. 
These Prizes for Gardens, &c., are confined to Class III. 



Second. 


Third. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


ls.6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 


Is. 6d. 


Is. 



Doors open from 1.30 to 6 p.m. Distribution of Prizes at 4.30. 

A Band vnU he in attendance. 

Admission. — 1.30 to 2 p.m.. Schools only Free ; 

2 to 4, One Shilling ; 4 to 5, Sixpence ; 5 to 6, Threepence ; 
Children under Twelve, Half-price. 

Any person desirous of competing for any of the prizes, must 
give notice to the Secretary a week before. All specimens to be 
exhibited for prizes must be delivered at the place of exhibition 
between 7 and 9 o'clock on the morning of the show ; after that 
time One Penny will be charged for admission ; and none can be 
eligible for a prize if received after 10 o'clock. No specimen can 
be removed by any exhibitor till after 6 p.m., nor without permis- 
sion of the Secretary. 

All specimens must have been grown by those who exhibit 
them. Exhibitors in Class II. and III. pay One Penny for every 
several specimen they show. None can be received imless duly 
entered. Exhibitors in Class III. are admitted free, on producing 
their ticket, at 4.30. The tents containing the prizes will be 
closed during the distribution of prizes. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

VILLAGE BEADING BOOMS. 

" Come read to me some poem, 
Some simple and heart-felt lay, 
That shall soothe this restless pain, 
And banish the thought of day." 

liules. 

1. That all persons wishing to become members 
shall be proposed by a member, the name of the 
candidate and his proposer to be posted in the room 
for one week. All the elections for members to 
take place on a Saturday night, at eight o'clock. 

2. That every member pay an entrance fee of 
sixpence, and that the subscriptions to the room be 
on the following scale of payment: — Farmers, 
tradesmen. &c., eight shiUings per year; labourers, 
servants, &c., four shillings. Every member must 
pay his subscription within one week after it is due, 
or pay a fine of one half-penny per week after that 
time. 

3. That any paper or periodical be given up ten 
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minutes after it is demanded by another member ; 
and the chess or drafts to be retained only while 
one game is being played, if demanded by another 
member. 

4 That any daily paper may be taken from the 
room for one day when three days' old, and that any 
weekly paper may be taken from the room for one 
day when it is one week old, and that any periodical 
may be taken from the room for three days when 
one week old, — in each case a fine of one half-penny 
per day to be paid if kept beyond the specified 
time. 

5. That any new periodical of the present month 
may be taken from the room on a Saturday night, 
at nine o'clock, provided it is returned by two. 
o'clock on Monday, subject to a fine of one half- 
penny per hour if kept beyond that time. Any 
member desiring such a magazine to enter his name 
in a book kept for the purpose in the room, but not 
before seven p.m. ; and no person to take the same 
periodical more than once within six weeks, if any 
other member desires it. 

6. Any member taking a paper or periodical from 
the room must enter the name and date of the same 
when taken out and when returned, and also his 
own name, in the book provided for the purpose ; 
to be fined one half-penny if neglected. 

7. All papers or periodicals taken from the room 
before the proper time to be subject to a fine of one 
penny per day, or part of a day, that they are 
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absent ; in every case Sunday is to be treated as 
one day. 

8. All old papers, except the monthly periodicals, 
to be sold at the quarterly meeting, when any paper 
for the ensuing quarter may be put up to auction, 
and sold to the highest bidder, provided such bid be 
not less than half the cost price of the paper. All 
papers thus sold prospectively may be taken from 
the room by the buyer when one fortnight old. 

9. No swearing, smoking, card-playing, singing, 
whistling, or loud conversation, to be allowed in 
the room. 

10. The room to be open on every week-day f^om 
eight A.M. to ten p.m. 

I will also mention what the furniture of the 
reading-room cost, and the books and papers we 
take. It has been established three years, and 
answers very well indeed. 

Furniture, second-hand : twelve chairs, two tables, seat with back, 
lamp, matting, chess-boards and men,— cost for furniture, £4, 10s. 

Papers, magaadnes, &c. : Daily News, Christian World, Cam- 
bridge Express, Farmers' Chronicle, Hunt^s Guardian, Illustrated 
London News, Penny Illustrated Paper, English Mechanic, Punch, 
Leisure Hour, Sunday at Home, The Quiver, Family Friend, 
British Workman, and Band of Hope. 

Expenses for one year at E. reading-room : — 

Kent of room and attendance, . £4 10 

Coal, . . . . 1 18 1 

Light . . . . 17 9i 

Books and papers, . . • 8 15 5^ 

Total, . £16 1 4 
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We have an illuminated motto over the fireplace 
in the room which expresses better than I can the 
object of village reading-rooms. 

MoUo, 

" A publl(^-houBe without the drink, 

For sober recreation ; 
Where you may play, or read, or think, 

Or join in conversation ; 
Discuss with loyal English hearts 

The prospects of the nation. 
Or take a book, and sit apart. 

In silent meditation." 



i 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

OUR ORGAN— HOW WE GOT IT, AND WHAT WE PAID 

FOR IT. 

'* Oh, may we soon again renew that song. 
And keep in tune with heaven, till Grod ere long 
To His celestial concert us unite, 
To live with Hjm, and sing in endless mom of light." 

Milton. 

Six years ago we wanted an organ very much for 
our church. We had a good harmonium ; but the 
church was large, -the choir good, and only an organ 
was wanted to make it all we could wisL We 
were determined we would have a good one ; and, 
on mg-king inquiries and getting a specification, we 
found it would cost very nearly £200. Where was 
the money to come from? My father promised 
£30, and a lady £10 ; but £160 was a large sum to 
make up. We determined, however, we would do 
it, and we did. We began to make fancy articles 
and seU them : jsome .through the " Exchange and 
Mart," others to private friends. For many months 
we had only 2s. 6d. ; but, nothing daunted, on we 
went. One plan was collecting old penny stamps, 
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and selling them ; another, to dispose of old waste 
paper in the same manner. Some friends kindly 
helped ns ; but the largest simi we ever received in 
one subscription was £2, 2s. The money increased 
very slowly ; but each month we added something 
to our little store in the bank. At last the people 
in the village said, — "What can we do?" We 
should like to help ; let us have a sale of work and 
public tea. The whole plan took wonderfully; 
every one could help, and every one did. The day 
six weeks it was first spoken of we had it, and a 
very pleasant and successful day it was. One kind 
friend lent us a field to have the sale in, and a nice 
covered place for tea ; and also hired a band as a 
kind surprise to the young ladies. Others gave 
their services in putting up the tent, arranging 
tables, bringing contributions of work, &c. ; others 
kindly undertook to provide the tea. It may interest 
some to hear what we made by the day. It must 
be remembered it is only a village in the Fens ; and 
I don't think a dozen of the gentry came ; and also, 
we had barely six weeks for preparation. When 
all expenses were paid, we received, — 

From the bazaar and tea • i £45 16 2^ 

„ work sold afterwards 
„ concert . 

„ old stamps . 
„ waste paper • 

£60 Zi 

All the rest we got from subscriptions and cards. 



5 8 


9 


3 





5 10 





10 


4 



OUR ORGAN. 
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The following is the specification of our organ, 
which was built by Mark Noble, jun., of Norwich, 
and voiced by an eminent doctor of music, who 
generously gave us his commission and the pretty 
front. It is a very sweet instrument, and was put 
up for £160. 



Great Organ. 
Open Diapason. 
Stopped do. (bass). 
FrincipaL 
Flute. 
Clarabella. 



SioeU Organ, 
Hautboy. . 
Gramba. 

Open Diapason. 
Gremshorn. 



Pedal Organ, 



Large Bourdon. 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

TRACT DISTRIBUTION. 

" Oast thy bread upon the waters, and thou shalt ^d it after 

many days." 

I DARESAY in most parishes tracts are distributed, 
and I do not pretend that our plan is the best ; but 
it has two advantages, — it is not an expensive one, 
and it interests a good many people. I think one 
of the great benefits of a distribution of tracts in a 
country viUage is giving the farmers' and trades- 
mens' wives and daughters a reason for paying a 
visit to their poor neighbours. They are often most 
kindly disposed, and would like to visit, but they 
feel an awkwardness in going into the cottages, 
without any particular reason ; and therefore, unless 
there is sickness, they never go. When they are 
tract distributors they have, as it were, a tag to 
hang their visit on, and the people expect them. 
They have a subject to talk about, and I believe a 
great deal of real good has been done by this means. 
Onr parish is Lded into twelve districts, and 
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our rule is, that the tracts should be changed every 
fortnight. The cost every year for covers and tracts 
does not exceed 10s. We used to have proper 
covers, with the name of the village printed on 
them, but this was very expensive, — 4s. a hundred. 
They soon got dirty ; so now we content ourselves 
with brown paper, with the name of the district 
visitor written on it, and it answers just as well. 
We stitch three tracts into each cover, and put 
either a picture or narrative tract first. They are 
aU gathered in before harvest, and sent out again 
the first week in October. AU our district visitors 
meet at the rectory at six o'clock for tea, and then 
we set to work, and sort and stitch the tracts into 
fresh covers. We shift the tracts from one district 
to another. Thus A gets B's tracts. In this way 
we don't require many new ones, as those we have 
last a long time, passing from one district to another. 
Of course we are always on the look-out for nice 
new tracts. We make a point of reading every 
tract before we send it into the village; but we 
get our principal supply from the Eeligious Tract 
Society, 56 Paternoster Eow, and the Society for 
the Propagation of Christian Knowledge, 77 Great 
Queen's Street, London. Both societies are most 
kind and liberal in giving grants of tracts ; but the 
publications of the Christian Knowledge Society are 
by fax the most popular. 
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CHAPTEE XIII. 

AGED pilgrim's FRIEND SOCIETY. 

** Blessed is the man that provideth for the sick and needy : the 
Lord shall deliver him in the time of trouble." — Ps. xli. 1 . 

There is a class of old people in every parish who 
want and deserve help, but to whom it is very diffi- 
cult to render it. The class I mean are those who 
are scarcely able to earn anything for themselves, 
but who have known better days, and have now 
only a few pounds every year, either allowed them 
by friends, or the result of their savings, quite in- 
sufficient to keep them from want, but enough to 
prevent the parish giving them any allowance. We 
had several of these old people in our parish, battling 
bravely with privations, and looking forward to the 
" rest which remaineth." 

On mentioning, some years ago, one of the old 
people to a clergyman, he said, " Why don't you try 
and get her a pension from the Aged Pilgrim's 
Friend Society ?" We had never heard the name, 
but it sounded so quaint and old-fashioned, we 
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thought we would try, and so we did, and succeeded 
in getting the benefit of it for three poor, creatures, 
whose latter days it has rendered peaceful and 
happy. It is such a truly Catholic society that I 
will give a few particulars about it. 

The candidates must be over sixty years of age, 
must never have received parish relief, must be 
members of some Christian Church, and of irre- 
proachable character. They are admitted to the 
benefits of the society on the recommendation of 
two members who have no candidates on the books. 
This makes it rather difficult, as you cannot give a 
recommendation till you have been a subscriber 
two years ; and, when you have once given one, no 
other can be yours till the death of the candidate. 
The pension is L.1, 12s. 3d. the first year or two, 
according to the state of the society's funds. This 
is paid quarterly, by Post-office order. The sum is 
then increased to L.5, and then they must be voted 
on to the L.10, 10s. list The secretary is most 
kind in giving any information or assistance in his 
power. His address is — 

M. Murphy^ Esq,^ 

10 Poultry, 

London. 
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National Benevolent Institution. 

This society is more difficult to work than 'Hhe 
Aged Pilgrim's," but the benefits are greater. It is 
designed for the same class as that, or for those 
who occupy a rather higher place in the social 
scala The candidate is only admitted by canvassing, 
which is, indeied, weary work. Subscribers of 5s. 
per year are entitled to one vote. In November 
the one election for the year takes place, but the 
votes are carried on from year to year. No one is 
eligible under sixty years of age, or having L.30 
per annum to live on. Every candidate is required 
to produce his or her certificate of baptism. The 
pension is from L.20 to L.30 per annum, according 
to age at time of election. The secretary will give 
every information. His address is — 

Mr, Frederick Latreille, 

65 Southampton JRow, 

Bloomsbury Square, 

London, W,C. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

FESTIVE GATHERINGS. 

" Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all 

to the glory of God." 

This, though an account of a harvest-home dinner, 
as it is conducted in a parish in another county, is 
so thorougly successful that the same proportions 
maybe safely taken for a tithe dinner,^ or Young 
Men's Christian Association. It is amply sufl&cient 
for two hundred hungry men. 

200 lbs. meat (mutton, beef, veal, pork, boiled and £ s. d. 

roasted - -, - - -868 

8 bushels potatoes, one half boiled, the rest peeled, and 

put into dripping-pans, well sprinkled with suet, 

and baked crisped and brown - - 9 

Batter puddings, the proportions — 100 eggs, 28 lbs. 

flour, mixed with 20 quarts of milk - - 17 8 

Carrots and turnips, boiled with the boiled meat - 2 

18 plum puddings, the proportions — £ s. D. 
30 lbs. flour - - 6 

21 lbs. suet - - 17 6 



Carry forward, £13 6 £9 15 

F 



{ 
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£ s. D. £ s. D. 



Brought forward, 


1 


3 


6 


9 15 4 


18 lbs. raisins 





9 







16 lbs. currants 





6 


6 




3 lbs. sugar 





1 


3 




36 eggs - 





3 





2 3 3 











11 18 7 



Including lemonade, tea, and coffee for two hundred 
people and helpers, the whole cost is £12, 10s., or 
at the rate of fifteen pence a-head. 



SOUP KITCHEN. 



Population 600, open to all who came for it. 
We made ninety gallons, which allowed a pint to 
be given to every member in a family, and a quart 
to all widows or people living alone, — 





£ S. D. 


53 lb. of shin of beef 


17 8 


2 sheeps' heads and pluck* 


3 


1 bullock's head - 


5 


10 lb. of beef - 


5 10 


Peas - - - . 


3 6 


Pea Meal 


2 1 


Total 


£1 17 1 
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KECIPE FOR GINGER-BEER. 

£ s. D. 

1 oz. of bruised ginger - - 1 

1 oz. of cream of tartar - - 1 
1 J lb. of lump sugar - - 9 

2 lemons, sliced - - - 2 



Total - - £0 11 



Pour over tlis two gallons of boiling water ; 
when lukewarm, add two tablespoonfuls of barm ; 
bottle next day. This will make thirty-five bottles. 



RECIPE FOR REMONADE. 

To four gallons of cold water add — 

4 lbs. lump sugar. 
i lb. tartaric acid. 

2 oz. carbonate soda. 

1 teaspoonful essence of lemon. 
1 do. of capsicum. 

3 eggs, the whites only, beaten to a froth, and added last to the 

above ingredients. 

To be made the day before it is used. 
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CHAPTEE XV. 

WHY I TOPK THE TEMPEKANCE PLEDGE, AND WHY 

I KEEP IT. 

'* We are free, we are free, and our freedom we sing, 
From the power that holds thousands in fatal control, 
From the habit whose fatal indulgence may bring 
Stem want to the hearth, aud despair to the souL'* 

I AM sure many clergymen's wives, and other ladies 
working in country villages, have felt deeply on the 
temperance subject, and doubted how far they were 
right in taking any intoxicating drink, when they 
saw the fearful misery it was causing around them. 
It is a great mistake to think that drunkenness and 
its sad results are confined to London and our large 
towns ; we suffer quite as sadly from its fatal effects 
in our country villages, which look so calm and 
peaceful, lying among the green fields and trees. 

In the village in which I. live there are 1200 
people, and 24 public houses and beer shops, which 
gives 1 to every 50 men, women, and children. I 
was thinking very anxiously on the subject of 
teetotaHsm some years ago. I had been reading 
those heart-stirring books, " Haste to the Eescue," 
and " Danesbury House," and I felt I must be up 
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and doing, but I hesitated to take the pledge for 
several reasons ; one was, it sounded so peculiar ; no 
lady I knew had done so ; and, as I was very young 
at the time, I dreaded the remarks that would be 
made, and the laugh I felt sure would foUow the 
confession that I was a pledged teetotaler. Another 
great reason was the effect I feared, and «very one 
I consulted told me it would have on my health. I 
had but recently come to live in the Tens ; and I 
was told by doctors and all, " If you give up stimu- 
lants, you will be a martyr to ague and rheumatism." 
Added to this, from early childhood I had suffered 
very much from toothache. Few months had passed 
from the time I was four, without a visit to the 
dentist ; and night after night I was awake, with 
all the agonies of toothache. Of course, I always 
took stimulants on these occasions. 

While thinking on the subject, and unable to 
make up my mind, I was passing down the village 
one damp October evening, when a woman came 
out of her cottage, and said " Oh, Miss, how I wish 
you would come in and speak to my husband ! I 
am sure he wUl bring us all to the workhouse. He 
is always drunk, and gets worse and worse; and 
this week he has only brought home 2s. 6d. of all 
his wages." (The man was a thatcher, and earned 
a great deal of money.) She added, " He is at home 
now; do come in!" I found the man not quite 
sober, but very civil and good-tempered. I tried 
to show him the consequences of the course he was 
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pursuing, the ruin it was working Mm, both for 
this world and another. He agreed to all I said, 
but assured me he did not mean to get drunk, but 
he could not stop at one pint. I said, " Why don't 
you take the pledge ? it is the only thing for you. 
Do let me persuade you to take it to-night." " Oh," 
he said, " it is very well for a lady like you, who 
will go home and have all the wine and beer you 
like, to wish to take my beer from me." " Now, if 
you will be a teetotaler, so will I." I shall never 
forget the look of triumph in his face as he said, 
"And we will have no three months' doings; if 
you will sign for two years, so will I." Visions of 
ague and torturing toothache flashed instantly across 
my mind; but, I trust, I looked up for counsel, and 
said, " So I will ; we will take the pledge together, 
and, by God's help, we will keep it." I took out 
my pocket-book, and hastily wrote in it the simple 
Shrewsbury pledge (which, I trust, I may be enabled 
to keep as long as I live); and he and I signed it 
that night. He kept it faithfully for the two years, 
then, contrary to my earnest entreaty, tried to be a 
moderate drinker, failed, signed, and again broke it; 
and, though I am thankful to say he has never 
been such a sad drunkard as he was that dark 
October evening, he is far from what I should like 
to see him. 

Did I suffer myself ? you will ask. Inconveni- 
ence for the first month or six weeks I did, — nothing 
more. It was the beginning of the winter's work. 
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and we had night-schools, &c., nearly every evening, 
and I am not ashamed .to say I did miss my wine 
and beer, when I came in tired and knocked up. I 
can weU feel for the first month or six weeks of a 
teetotal life ; it is hard work ; you miss the effect 
of the accustomed stimulant, and feel no appetite 
for your food. It soon, however, goes off, and you 
enjoy your meals more than ever in your life. 

But where was the ague, and all the evils I was 
threatened with? I looked out for them during 
the damp, cold weather, but they did not come. 
Then came the frost and snow, and bitter east winds, 
but, thank God, I was quite free from pain, and felt 
perfectly weU ; and when next I went to the dentist, 
he said, " What have you done to your teeth ? the 
condition of them is quite altered ; the irritation in 
the gums is gone. I said, " Nothing ; but I have 
become a teetotaler." He laughed ; but the result 
is, I scarcely ever have toothache, and my visits to 
the dentist have ceased. 

I have dwelt strongly on the benefit teetotalism 
has been to me, as I know the fear of injuring their 
health has prevented so many from signing the 
pledge. I fear I have not done much good by my 
example, but I have, I trust, a little ; at all events, 
I have the comfort of knowing I have done what I 
could, and those I speak to feel I am not preaching 
a doctrine I am not willing to practise ; and so it 
gives me influence. 

One case, perhaps, I may be allowed to mention, 
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as the man, though six years have passed, is hold- 
ing quite firm still. I received a message one wet, 
cold day, to go to the furthest part of the parish, 
and a notorious drunkard would sign the pledge. 
He was getting old, and the habit had been growing 
on him for more than forty years. He was a groom 
in a large horse-dealer's stables, and had fearful 
opportunities to obtain drink He earned good 
wages, but brought scarcely any home. His house 
was wretched, his children in rags, and his wife, 
though a clean notable woman, had lost all heart. 
Down I went. It was a dreadful day, but I am so 
glad it was, as it induced him to sign. He said he 
should be ashamed to let me have that walk for 
nothing. He signed at once, then and there, and 
has kept it, though he must have found it hard 
work. I wish I could show you the results. He 
himself looks ten years younger, and is hearty and 
strong ; his home and children so comfortable, and 
his wife so happy and thankful. Surely if it had 
cost me a great deal to sign the pledge, I should be 
weU repaid looking at him, and hearing him say, as 
he did the last time I had any talk with him, " It 
was the best day's work I ever did, signing that 
pledge, Miss; but I should never have done it if 
you had not been a teetote yourself I should have 
thought nothing of all you could have said without 
that." 
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LAYS OF THE HOLY LAND. Selected from Ancient 

and Modem Poeb by tbe Rev. Horatius Bomar, D.D. New Edition, 
with Illustrations from original Photographs and Drawings. Crown 4to, 
X2S., cloth. 

"The Holy Land is a subject to which all great poets have devoted some of 
their best endeavours, and these are now brought together and adorned by illustra- 
tions worthy tii such a text. . . . The volume will long remain a ijavourite."— 
Time*. 

THE FLOATING LIGHT OF THE GOODWIN 

SANDS. A Tale by R. M. Ballantyne, Author of " The lifeboat," &c 
With Illustrations. Crown Svo, 5s. cloth. 

" As full of incident, as healthy in tone, and as fresh and vigorous in style as 
any of its predecessors." — Scotsman. 



LITTLE ELSIE'S SUMMER AT MALVERN. By 

the Hon. Mrs. Clifford Butlbr. Royal i6mo, 2S.6d. cloth. With Illustrations. 
" A pleasine little story of a good little girl— her pleasures and her pets." — 
Daily Telegraph' 

WHAT SHE COULD, AND OPPORTUNITIES TO 

DO IT. By the Author of ** The Wide Wide World." WiA Coloured lUus- 
trations. Small Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
"A capital book for ^rls. " — Daily Review. 
** Clever and intercstukg little hooh'^-^ioigcw Herald 
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GLEN LUNA ; or, Dollars and Cents, By Anna Warner, 

Author of "The Golden Ladder." New Edition. With Coloured lUus- 
trations. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

** A really good Ulc'—Iiock. 

" Sure to increase in popularity.** — English Presbyterian Messenger, 



THE ATONEMENT ; in its Relations to the Covenant, the 

PriesUwod, and the Intercession of our Lord. By the Rev. Hugh Martin, 
D.D. Post 8vo, 6s. cloth. 
" A volume written with remarkable vigour and earnestness."— ^r^VwA Quarterly 
Review, 

" Well worthy of a care&l perusal, and we cordially recommend it to all our 
readers, and especially to ministers and students of theology." — Evangelical Witness. 



THE LIFE OF THE LATE JAMES HAMILTON, 

D.D., F.L.S. By the Rev. William Arnot, Ekiinburgh. Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

cloth. With Portrait 
** We rejoice to recommend this volume as a coneenial and worthy record of one 
of the noblest and most fruitful lives with which the Church of Christ has been 
blessed in modem days. The editor's work has been done with admirable judgment.*' 
— fVeekly Review . 

A MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. WILLIAM C. 

BURNS, M.A., Missionary to China. By the late Professor Islay Burns, 
D.D., Glasgow. Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth. With Portrait. Cheap Edition. 
Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
** A more apostolic life has rarely been spent • . . It is impossible to esti- 
mate too highly the good that may flow from this record of Christian life and labour." 
— Sunday Magazifu, 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. Lectures by the Rev. Adolph 

Saphir, B. A., Greenwich. Fourth Edition. Small Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. ^ 
''A work so wide in its range of thought, and so concentrated in its doctrinal 
teachings, so rich and well packed, yet so simple and interesting, and so clear, pure, 
and intelligible in expression does not often make its appearance." — ChristioH 

CHRIST IN THE WORD. By the Rev. Frederick 

Whitfield, M. A., Author of ** Voices from the Valley,** &c. Second £xUtioii. 
Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

** Very able and searching applications of spiritual truth." — Our Own Fireside, 
** Excellent reading for the closet and family circle." — IVatchptam* 

THE SHEPHERD AND HIS FLOCK; or. The Keeper 

of Israel and the Sheep of His Pasture. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. 

With Vignette. Eleventh Thousand. Smsul Crown 8vOt 3s. 6d. cloih. 
"A remarkably well-written volume, eminentiy practical and devout in its tone, 
and one which spintually-minded persons will read with both pleasure and profit.**— 
youmal of Sacred Literature. 

ERLING THE BOLD. A Tale of the Norse Sea-Kings. 

By R. M. Ballantvnb, Author of *' The Lifeboat," &c. With Illustrations 
by the Author. Crown 8vo. 5s. cloth. 
'* The story is cleveriy designed, and abounds with elements of 1XMaaA^BAM::.xD^u^w!cx^ 
and the authors illustrations are scarcely \es& N\«i,oxQw& ^i3ttaxL\a&\.«xX^*--^AtWiwBw«v. 
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LIGHT AND TRUTH. Bible Thoughts and Themes— 

First, Second, Third, Fourth, aad Fifth Series— i. The Old Testament. 
2. The Gospels. 3. The Acts and the Larger Epistles. 4. The 
Lesser Epistles. 5. The Revelation of St. John. By the Rev. 
HoRATius RoNAR, D.D. Crown 8vo, each 5s. cloth. 

** Rich in matter and very suggestive.*' — Christian Advocate. 
** Valuable work. It contains a series of brief expositions well suited for private 
use, or for family reading.*' — Record. 



LECTURES ON HOSEA XIV. Preached in Portman 

Ch^ei during Lent, 1869. By the Rev. J. W. Rbevb, M.A. Small Crown 
8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
" It would be hard to over-estimate the amount of Gospel truth, practical exhor- 
tation, plain speaking, and affectionate interest in the spiritual welfaie of bis people^ 
contained in these six lectures.**— -if^trt^n/. 



SERMONS. Preached at King's Lynn. By the late Rev. 

E. L. Hull, B.A. First and Second Series. Post 8vo, each 6s. cloth. 
"This new volume of twenty sermons has all the claims of the first — the same 
happy use of Scripture, the same clear and firm grasp of the principle of every text 
he selected, the same earnest longing after the beauty and holiness on which he has 
now entered, the same play of imagination, the same freshness of thought, and 
fitness of utterance."— /^r«i«««. 



THE TITLES OF OUR LORD; A Series of Sketches 

for Every Snnday in the Christian Year, to be used in BiUe-Class, Sunday 
School, and Private Study. By the Rev. Rowley Hill, M. A., Vicar of Frant. 
t6mo, IS. 6d. cloth. 

"The idea is excellent. . . . The matter is well arranged) free fvom reper 
titions, and in exposition thoroughly scriptural.** — Record. 



STEPPING HEAVENWARD. By Mrs. Prentiss. 

Sixth Ediiion. Author of *' Little Sttsy*s Six Birthdays/* &e. With Coloured 
Illustrations. Small Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 

" A faithful diary, recording the experiences of a good and gentle soul in its 
onward march to a better land."*— ^oni. 



THE ROMANCE OF NATURAL HISTORY. First 

' and Second Series. Bv. P. H. Gosse, F.R.S. With many lUustvatioos. 
Small Crown 8vo, each 3s. 6d. cl<^. 

" A very pleasing and attractive work.** — Times. 

** It would be difficult to find more attractive g^t books for the yt^mg."— -Record, 



BOOKS FOR WAYFARERS. By Anna Warner, Author 

of the " Golden Ladder.'* 33mo, doth. x. Wayfaring Hymns, Original and 
Selected. 6d. 2. The Meloi>y of the Twenty-Third Psalm. 8d. ^ 
The other Shore. Part I., 8d. ; Part II., 6d. ; complete, xs. 

"There is an unction and a beauty about the books that well fit them to be 
pocket or table companions.** — Freeman. 

'*Two little bodes, beautiful without and within.** — English Presbyterian 
Messenger. 
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MEMORIALS OF THE LATE JAMES HEN- 

DERSON, M.D., F.R.C.S.E. Medical Missionary to China. With Appendix. 
Sixth Edition. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. With Portrait. Also, Cheap 
and Abridged Edition, i6mo, is. cloth limp. 

*'l'he memorials of Dr. Henderson form as beautiful and exhilarating a little 

history as it has been for some time our task or pleasure to read It is 

the story of one of those noble lives before which power and difficulty recoil, and 
give up the contest"— ^c^c/wr Review. 



NOONTIDE AT SYCHAR ; or, The Story of Jacob's 

Well. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. With Vignettes. Eighth 
Thousand. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

'* One of the most attractive of the many pleasant and profitable religious studies 
published by Dr. Macduff."— Z?ai7y Review. 



DEEP DOWN. A Tale of the Cornish Mines. By R. M. 

Ballantyne, Author of "The Life Boat," etc. With Illustrations. Small 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 

*' This is just the subject for Mr. Ballantyne, whose stories in connection with 
that enterprise and adventure which have made England great are amongst the best 
of modern days." — Daily News. 



TALES FROM ALSACE; or, Scenes and Portraits from 

Life in the Days of the Reformation, as drawn from Old Chronicles. Trans> 
lated from the German. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

** We have not for a long time perused a more delightful book. 

we are certain wherever it is read it will be a great favourite with young and old." — 
Daily Review. 



BEACONS OF THE BIBLE. By the Very Rev. Henry 

Law, M.A., Dean of Gloucester, Author of ** Christ is All," etc. Small 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
" Dr. Law's work overflows with striking and beautiful images, briefly expressed 
in short, incisive sentences, often musical in their cadence, and melodious as poetry 
xX&tW'—Rock. 



THE WORKS OF THE LATE JAMES HAMILTON, 

D.D., F.L.S. Complete in Six Vols., Post 8vo, each 7s. 6d. cloth. 
** More than most men he has embalmed his qualities in his writings. . . They 
well deserve to be published in a permanent form, and this handsome library edition 
will be a great boon to many families." — Freeman. 



RIGHTS AND WRONGS; or. Begin at Home. By M. M. 

Gordon, Author of "Work; Plenty to Do. and How to Do it." Small 

Crown 8vo, 2S. 6d. limp cluth. 
" The purpose of the publication is for circulation amonest the female inmates of 
cottages and working men s houses, or to be read at mothers or daughters* meetines. 
For these ends it will be found exceedingly suitable, and fitted to be widely useful.* — 
Aberdeen Free Press. 
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FROM SEVENTEEN TO THIRTY. The Town Life 

of a Yoath from the Coantry ; its Triab, Temptatioiis, and Advaiitae:es. 

Lessons from the History o{ Joseph. By the Rev. Thomas Binmby. Fifdi 

Edition. Small Crown 8vo, is. 6d. cloth. 
^ " Nothing can exceed the quiet dignity, beauty, and srandicity of style in wfaidi 
this book is written. Not only is it a model of wise scripturai exposition, but we 
cannot at this moment recall anything diat aiq>roadics it." — Engiuk Indep^uUnt, 



MEMORIES OF OLIVET. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, 

!>.(>. With Vignette. Seventh Thousand. Post 8vo, 6s. 6d- cloth. 

'* The almost photographic clearness with which every point around Jerusalem is 
described, and the frequent though unobtrusive illustration q{ the saoed text from 
eastern life, together with the vivid realization of the movements of our Saviour 
durinc the last few days of his earthly career, make the Mewunies of Olivet a most 
valuable companion in the study of the preacher and teacher, and in die chamber of 
the home student.'" — Record. 



THE LIFE OF THE LATE REV. DR. MARSH, 

of Beddington. By his Daughtsr, the Audior of " English Hearts and Eng- 
lish Hands,** etc. With Portrait Eigiith Edition. Post avo, zos. doth; 
Fourth and Cheap Edition, Small Crown dvo, yt. 6d. doth. 

" We have read this volume with much interest, and can recommend it as an ex- 
cellent account of 1>t. Marsh's life and career, and of the afv>riayinnf connected with 
them."— r/wr«. 
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THE PEARL OF PARABLES. Notes on the Parable 

of the Prodigal Son. By the late Jambs Hamilton, D.D. x6mo, is. 6d. dodu 

" A book like this is a very rich enjoyment for both mind and heart. A more fitting 
gift-book for yoimg men could hardly be conceived.'' — British Quarterly Review. 

PLAIN SERMONS ON THE GOSPEL MIRACLES. 

By the Rev. Arthur Robbrts, M.A. Crown 8vo, 5s. doth. 

"Plain and simple, without attempt at critical disquisition or philosophical 
inquiry, they are earnest, scriptural, and attractive. The style, with nothing lofty 
in it, IS pleasant, and the sermons are thoroughly readable. --^AsffvA of England 
Magazine. 

THE SHADOW AND THE SUBSTANCE. A Second 

Series of Addresses by Stbvrnson A. Blackwood. Small Crown 8vo. 
2S. cloth limp, 2S. 6d. cloth boards. 
"A very thoughtful and thoroughly scriptural view of the Passover. ... To 
those who wish for useful reading to adult cuisses, or to mothers' meetings, we com- 
mend this book." — Record. 

THE PROPHET OF FIRE; or, The Life and Times of 

Elijah, and their Lessons. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. Eighth 
Thousand. Post 8vo, 6s. 6d. cloth. 
" Full of incident, rich in illustration, smooth and pleasing in style, and abounding 
in practical lessons.*' — English Presbyterian Messenger. 

ST. PAUL \ His Life and Ministry to the Close of his 

Third Missionary Journey. By the Rev. Thomas Binnby. Crown 8vo, 
5s. cloth. 

" Mr, Binney has elaborated into a volume his magnificent lectures on St Paul's 
Lify Mud Ministry. . . . Mr. Binney's books need no commendation of ours."— > 
^mafile^ Messtf^r Foung Men's Christian Associaiuni. 
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FIFTY-TWO SHORT SERMONS FOR FAMILY 

READING. By Horatius Bonar, D.D. Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth. 
" These are short plain sermons for family reading, and are admirably fitted for 
so good a purpose." — English Presbyterian Messenger. 



HYMNS OF FAITH AND HOPE. By Horatius Bonar, 

D.D. Firstj Second, and Third Series, Crown 8vo, each 5s. cloth. Also, 
Pocket Editions, Royal 32mo, each is. 6d. Also a Royal Edition, printed at 
the Chiswick Press, and handsomely bound. Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth. 

^ ^ " There is a freshness and vigour, an earnestness and a piety in these compo- 
sitions, which is very gratifying. TTie language is highly poetical." — Evangelical 
Christendom. 

ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS FOR PREACH- 

•ERS AND TEACHERS. By the Rev. G. S. Bowes, B.A. First and 
Second Series, Small Crown Svo, each, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

" Its tone is thoroughly evangelical and spiritual, and it is fitted to furnish useful 
hints and illustrations to the Christian teacher."— CArw/iaw Witness. 



ENGLISH HEARTS AND ENGLISH HANDS ; or, 

The Railway and the Trenches. By the Author of " Memorials of Captain Hed- 
ley Vicars." Seventy- Fifth Thousand. Small Crown Svo, 5s. cloui. Also a 
Cneaper Edition, 2s. cloth limp. 

" The Memorials of Vicars and these Memorials of the Crystal Palace Navvies 
are books of precisely the same type, and must not be overlooked. We recognize 
in them an honesty of purpose, a purity of heart, and a warmth of human affection, 
combined with a religious faith, that are very beautiful"— 7V/»rx. 



THE EXETER HALL LECTURES TO YOUNG 

MEN, from their commencement in 1845-6, to their termination in 1864-5, all 
uniformly printed, and handsomely bound in cloth, and embellished with por- 
traits of the Friends and Patrons of the Young Men's Christian Association. 
Complete in 20 vols., price of each volume, 4s. ; or the whole series for £-^. 

MATTHEW HENRY'S COMMENTARY ON THE 

HOLY BIBLE, comprising upwards of 7000 Pages, well printed (the Notes as 
well as the Text in clear and distinct type) on good paper, forming Nine 
Imperial 8vo volumes, and handsomely bound in cloth. Price J63 3s. cloth. 

*«* The work may also be had in a variety of extra bindings, of which a list 

will he forwarded oq applicatioin. 



THE REV. THOS. SCOTT'S COMMENTARY ON 

THE HOLY BIBLE, comprising Mai^nal References, a copious Topical 
Index, Fifteen Maps, and Sixty- nine Engravings, illustrative of Scripture 
Incidents and Scenery. Complete in 6 vok. 4to, published at ^4 4s., now 
<^ered for £,% zos. 

THE BIBLE MANUAL : an Expository and Practical 

Commentary on the Books of Scripture, arranged in Chronological Order : 
forming a Hand-book of Biblical Elucidation for the use of Families, Schools, 
and Students of the Word of God. Translated from the German Work, 
edited by the late Rev. Dr. C. G. Bakth, of Calw, WurtemHacx^. T«acS). 
Edition. Imperial Svo, Z2S. doth. ; 
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12 WORKS PUBLISHED BY 

THE WORD SERIES. 

By Elizabeth Wetherall and Anna Lothrop, Authors of "The Wide Wide 
World." With Coloured Illustrations. Crown 8vo, each 3s. fid. cloth. 

1. WALKS FROM EDEN: The Sciipture Story from the 

Creation to the Death of Abraham. 

2. THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL: The Scripture Story 

from the Birth of Isaac to the Death of Jacob. 

3. THE STAR OUT OF JACOB: The Scripture 

Story Illustrating the Earlier Portion of the Gospel Narrative. 



THE GOLDEN LADDER SERIES. 

Uniform in size and binding, with coloured Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth. 



1. THE GOLDEN LADDER: Stories Illustrative of the 

Eight Beatitudes. By Elizabeth and Anna Warner. 3s. 6d. 

2. THE WIDE WIDE WORLD. By Elizabeth 

Warner. 3s. 6d. 

3. QUEECHY. By the same. 38. 6d. 

4. MELBOURNE HOUSE. By the same. 38. Sd. 

5. DAISY. By the same. 3s. 6d. 

6. THE OLD HELMET. By the same. 3s. 6cL 

7. THE THREE LITTLE SPADES. By the same. 

2S. 6d. 

8. NETTIE'S MISSION: Stories Illustrative of the Lord's 

Prayer. By Alice Gray. 3s. 6d. 

9. DAISY IN THE FIELD. By Elizabeth Warner. 

3s ■ 6d. 

0. STEPPING HEAVENWARD. By Mrs. Prentiss. 

Author of " Little Susy." as. 6d. 

1. WHAT SHE COULD, AND OPPORTUNITIES. 

Tales by Elizabeth Warner. 3s. 6d. 

2. GLEN LUNA. By Anna Warner. 3s. 6d. 

3. DRAYTON HALL. Stories Illustrative of the Beatitudes. 

By Alice Gray. 3s. 6d. 

4. WITHOUT AND WITHIN. A New England Story. 

3s. 6d. 

5. VINEGAR HILL STORIES. Illustrative of the 

Parable of the Sower. By Anna Warner. 3s. 6d. 

6. THE HOUSE IN TOWN. A Sequel to « Oppor- 

tunities." By Elizabeth Warner. 2s. 6d. 

7. LITTLE SUNBEAMS. By H. Matthews. 3s. 6d. 
18. TRADING. Finishing the Story of "The House in 

Town." By Elizabeth Warner. 2s. 6d. 

ip. THE HOUSE IN TOWN AND TRADING. In 

One Vol., 3s. 6d. 
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THE ONE SHILLING JUVENILE SERIES. 

Uniform in size and binding, i6nio. Illustrations, each is. cloth. 
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1. CHANGES UPON CHURCH BELLS. ByC.S.H. 

2. GONZALEZ AND HIS WAKING DREAMS. By 

C S. XI. 

3. DAISY BRIGHT. By Emma Marshall. 

4. HELEN ; or, Temper and its Consequences. By Mrs. G. 

Gladstone. 

5. THE CAPTAIN'S STORY; or, The Disobedient Son. 

By W. S. Martin. 

6. THE LITTLE PEATCUTTERS ; or. The Song of 

Love. By Emma Marshall. 

7. LITTLE CROWNS, AND HOW TO WIN THEM. 

By the Rev. J. A. Collier. 

8. CHINA AND ITS PEOPLE. By a Missionary's Wife. 

9. TEDDY'S DREAM ; or, A Little Sweep's Mission. 

0. ELDER PARK; or, Scenes in our Garden. By Mrs. 

Alfred Payne, Author of " Nature's Wonders." 

1. HOME LIFE AT GREYSTONE LODGE. By 

the Author of " Agnes Falconer." 

2. THE PEMBERTON FAMILY, and other Stories. 

3. CHRISTMAS AT SUNBURY DALE. By W. 

B. B., Author of " Clara Downing's Dream.'! 

4. PRIMROSE ; or. The Bells of Old Effingham. By 

Mrs. Marshall. 

5. THE BOY GUARDIAN. By the Author of ««Dick 

and his Donkey." 

6. VIOLET'S IDOL. By Joanna H. Matthews. 

7. FRANK GORDON. By the Author of "The Young 

Marooners.*' And LITTLE JACK'S FOUR LESSONS. By the Author 
of " The Golden Ladder." 

8. THE COTTAGE BY THE CREEK. By the Hon. 

Mrs. Clifford-Butler. 

9. THE WILD BELLS AND WHAT THEY RANG. 

By W. S. Martin. 

20. TO-DAY AND YESTERDAY. A Story of Winter 

and Summer Holidays. By Mrs. Marshall. 

21. GLASTONBURY; or the early British Christians. By 

Mrs. Alfred Payne, 

22. MAX ; a Story of the 0\>ers\.dx\ '^ ot^^\- 



14 WORKS PUBLISHED BY 

THE EIGHTEENPENNY JUVENILE SERIES. 

Uniform in sice and binding, z6mo, with Illustrations, each zs. 6d. doth. 



1. AUNT EDITH ; or, Love to God the Best Motive. 

2. SUSY'S SACRIFICE. By Alice Gray. 

3. KENNETH FORBES ; or, Fourteen Ways of Studying 

the Bible. 

4. LILIES OF THE VALLEY, and other Tales. 

5. CLARA STANLEY ; or, a Summer among the Hills. 

6. THECHILDRENOF BLACKBERRY HOLLOW. 

7. HERBERT PERCY ; or, From Christmas to Easter. 

8. PASSING CLOUDS ; or. Love conquering EviL 

9. DAYBREAK ; or. Right Struggling and Triumphant. 

0. WARFARE AND WORK; or. Life's Progress. 

1. EVELYN GREY. By the Author of "Clara Stanley." 

2. THE HISTORY OF THE GRAVELYN FAMILY. 

3. DONALD ERASER. By the Author of "Bertie Lee." 

4. THE SAFE COMPASS, AND HOW IT POINTS. 

By Rev. R. Newton. D.D. 

5. THE KING'S HIGHWAY ; or, Illustrations of the 

Commandments. By the same. 

6. BESSIE AT THE SEASIDE. By Joanna H. 

Matthews. 

7. CASPER. By the Authors of "The Wide Wide 

World," etc. 

8. KARL KRINKEN ; or, The Christmas Stocking. By 

the same 

9. MR. RUTHERFORD'S CHILDREN. By the same. 
20. SYBIL Al^T^ CHRYSSA. By the s^me. 

21. HARD MAPLE. By the same. 
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THE EIGHTEEN PENNY JUVENILE SERIES-Ctmitnued, 

22. OUR SCHOOL DAYS. Edited by C. S. H. 

23. AUNT MILDRED'S LEGACY. By the Author of 

*• The Best Cheer," etc. 

24. MAGGIE AND BESSIE, AND THEIR WAY 

TO DO GOOD. By Joanna H. Matthbws. 

25. GRACE BUXTON; or, The Light of Home. By 

Emma Marshall. 

26. LHTLE KATY AND JOLLY JIM. By Alice 

Gray. 

27. BESSIE AT SCHOOL. By Joanna H. Matthews. 

28. BESSIE AND HER FRIENDS. By the same. 

29. BESSIE IN THE MOUNTAINS. By the same. 

30. HILDA AND HILDEBRAND ; or, The Twins of 

Femdale Abbey. 

31. GLEN IS LA. By Mrs. Drummond. 

32. LUCY SEYMOUR ; or, «* It is more Blessed to give than 

to receive." By the same. 

33. LOUISA MORETON; or, "Children, obey your Parents 

in all things." By the same. 

34. THE WILMOT FAMILY ; or, « They that deal 

truly are His delight." By the same. 

35. SOWING IN TEARS, AND REAPING IN JOY. 

By Franz Hoffmann. Translated from the German by Mrs. Fabbr. 

36. BESSIE ON HER TRAVELS. By Joanna H. 

Matthews. 

37. LITTLE NELLIE ; or, The Clockmaker's Daughter. 

38. THREE LITTLE SISTERS. By Mrs. Marshall, 

Author of " Daisy Bright." 

39. MABEL GRANT. A Highland Story. 

40. THE RETURN FROM INDIA. By the Author of 

*' Hilda and Hildebrand," &c. 

41. THE COURT AND THE KILN. A Story founded 

on the Church Catechism. 

42. SILVER SANDS; or, Pennie's Romance. By G. E. E. 

Crampton. 

43. LIONEL ST CLAIR. By the Author of « Herbert 

Percy.** 

44. THE KNOTS TOM G11.\.YE.^ ^\^^ tC§X^ ^^- 

TIED. By Mrs. G. Gladstonb. 



1 6 WORKS PUBLISHED BY JAMES NISBET AND CO. 

THE SELECT SERIES. 

Crown 8vo, each 3s. 6d. cloth. Bound by Burn. Most of them with Illustrations. 



1. DERRY. A Tale of the Revolution. By Charlotte 

Elizabbth. 

2. THE LAND OF THE FORUM AND THE 

VATICAN. By the Rev. Newman Hall, LL.B. 

3. THE LISTENER. By Caroline Fry. 

4. DAYS AND NIGHTS IN THE EAST ; or, Illus- 

trations of Bible Scenes. By the Rev. Horatius Bonar, D.D. 

5. THE HOLY WAR. By John Bunyan. 

6. THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. By John Bunyan. 

7. THE MOUNTAINS OF THE BIBLE ; Their 

Scenes and their Lessons. By the Rev. John Macfarlanb, LL.D. 

8. HOME AND FOREIGN SERVICE ; or, Pictures 

in Active Christian Life. 

9. LIFE. A Series of Illustrations of the Divine Wisdom 

in the Forms, Structures, and Instincts of Animals. By Phillip H. 
GossE, F.R.S. 

0. LAND AND SEA. By P. H. Gosse, F.R.S. 

1. JOHN KNOX AND HIS TIMES. By the Author 

of *' The Story of Martin Luther," etc. 

2. HOME IN THE HOLY LAND. By Mrs. Finn. 

3. A THIRD YEAR IN JERUSALEM. A Tale 

Illustrating Incidents and Customs in Modem Jerusalem. By Mrs. Finn. 

4& 15. THE ROMANCE OF NATURAL HISTORY. 

By P. H. Gosss, F.R.S. First and Second Series. 

6. BYEWAYS IN PALESTINE. By James Finn, Esq. 

F.R.A.S., late H M. Consul of Jerusalem and Palestine. 

7. BLOOMFIELD. A Tale by Elizabeth Warren, 

Author of ** John Knox and his Times," &c. 

8. TALES FROM ALSACE; or. Scenes and Portraits 

from Life in the Days of the Reformation, as drawn from old Chronicles. 
Translated from the German. 
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